A Full Family Tree - The Hurst Family
The Hurst family’s history in Essex County, particularly the Amherstburg and Colchester
area, go back many generations beginning with Ransom Hurst and his wife Ellen Matthews who
were married around 1844. Ransom came to Colchester through Amherstburg from Ohio, most
likely before 1845 and the earliest record for Ransom and Ellen in Essex County goes back to
1851 with the Personal Census for the Township of Colchester. It lists Ransom and Ellen, along
with their children: William, who was 5 at the time, Solomon (4), Hilliard (2) and Lydia/Lydy
Ann (1). This census also tells us that Ransom was a farmer who was born in the United States.
At the time, he is listed as 28, meaning that he was born in roughly 1823, while Ellen was born
in roughly 1831, considering she was 20 years old at the time of this Census. It is in the next
Personal Census for 1861 that we see the addition of four more children: Sarah, Almeda, Ellen
and Henry. This is not including four more children in the 1871 Census under the household of
“Ranson Herst” which includes Emery, Caledonia, Luenda/Lucinda and Philip. This example
raises a good point about researching family members. Often the names of family members are
spelt incorrectly, but a comparison of other family members listed in the census record can help
you confirm whether the person is correct or not. For example, even though Ransom is listed as
“Ranson Herst” in the 1871 Census for Colchester, we also see that his wife Ellen and children
are listed as well, which helps us confirm his identity.
Ten years later, with the 1881 Census, there are two more children added including
George (10 years old) and Almede (7), which is a similar name to Almeda, but their ages don’t
match up: Almeda has a birth year of 1856, while Almede was born circa 1874. This is too big
of a gap in years to conclude that they are the same person, meaning that they either had similar
names or Almede’s name was spelt incorrectly. Additionally, some sources also state that there

was a Ransom Jr., but he does not appear on the census with the rest of his family. In total
Ransom and Ellen had at least 14 children: William, Solomon, Hilliard, Lydia Ann, Sarah,
Almeda, Ellen, Henry, Emery, Caledonia, Lucinda, Philip, George and Almede. Sadly, the 1881
Census lists Ransom as a widower, revealing that his wife Ellen had passed away within the last
ten years, between the 1871 and 1881 Census.
There is information available for nine of Ransom and Ellen’s children (William,
Hilliard, Sarah, Henry, Emery, Caledonia, Lucinda, George and Almede), which is what we will
discuss first. The oldest child of Ransom and Ellen was William. On June 23, 1877, he married
Henrietta Artis who was the daughter of Amanda and Mathew Artis. At the time, William was a
farm labourer in Colchester where he was born. William was also 28 when he married, while
Henrietta was 19. William’s brother Hilliard is the next oldest child, but his direct line is traced
the most extensively and makes up the majority of this family history, so to avoid confusion
Hilliard will be discussed after his other siblings. Hilliard’s sister Sarah married James George
Morgan and the couple lived in Windsor, while Sarah’s brother Henry was born circa 1859 in
Harrow. He married Alzora Lewis on June 2, 1884 and Alzora was the daughter of Matthew and
Eliza Lewis. On their marriage record, Henry is listed as a farmer and 23 years of age, while
Alzora, who was also born in Harrow, was 16. Henry’s brother Emery was born circa 1861, but
sadly died quite young at the age of 38 on September 28, 1899 in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Emery
was married to Harriet “Hattie” Henry and lived in Ann Arbor, Washtenaw, Michigan.
Emery’s sister Caledonia was, according to her death record, born on December 25, 1862
and later married Frank Schuran on March 23, 1914 in Detroit, Michigan. Her husband Frank
was a labourer who was born on February 9, 1873 in Kansas and was the son of Henry and Eliza
Schuran. Frank was 41 at the time of their marriage, while Caledonia was 42. Both Frank and

Caledonia were previously married: on their marriage record Caledonia is also listed with the last
name “Marshall.” The same thing occurs on Caledonia’s brother George’s obituary which also
lists her as Mrs. Marshall. Additionally, on her death record she is listed as Caledonia Bennett,
meaning she married a third time. Next is Caledonia’s sister Lucinda who married William
Marshall and lived in Colchester South. Similar to Emery, George also passed away at a young
age. According to his March 1899 obituary, George passed away at 28 years of age and was also
married. Three years before his passing he married Cora Coats and the couple had two children,
one being 2 years old and the other only six weeks. George’s sister Almede married Albert
Lewis and lived in the Colchester Township area. See you next week for another installment
of the Hurst Family History.

