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About Us

The Ambherstburg Freedom
Museum is a curated archive
that preserves and shares
Amherstburg’s stories of the
Underground Railroad, and
the compassion and
solidarity it took to make this
network possible.
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A Tribute to Naomi Kersey-Banks

We are saddened by the news of the pass-
ing of Naomi Kersey-Banks on July 19th,
2020. Naomi was the wife of Carl and
mother of Michelle, Debra and Michael.
We had the privilege of speaking with
Naomi’s son Michael who told us about his
mother’s amazing life. According to Michael,
Naomi dedicated many years as a nurse in
the operating room at Metropolitan Hospital
in Windsor and retired in 1996. She was
also heavily involved in the church and at age 17, Bishop C.L.
Morton Sr. appointed her as Minister of Music and Director of the
Sunshine Band and Young People at Mount Zion Church. She
also travelled with Bishop C.L. Morton Sr. as a MC and Director of
the young adult choir and was part of a singing group with Ruby
Morton, Bishop C.L. Morton Jr., Rev. George Morton, Clarence
Leslie Jr., and Marilyn Kersey. They were called the Gospel Trav-
eliers and they sang all over, on behalf of Mount Zion. According
to Michael, his mother also shared the podium with Mahalia Jack-
son, Vicky Winans, Rebecca Bell Armstrong, Dr. Mattie Moss
Clark, The Clark Sisters, The Staple Sisters, and The Edwin Haw-
kins Singers. She was also a pianist for the Junior Jewels and
played piano for the Mount Zion Radio Program on CKLW and
SHUM Toronto.
Impresswely, at the age of 30, Naomi gave the eulogy at Bishop

: 3 g2 C.L. Morton Sr.’s funeral at Greater
~ | Mount Zion Tabernacle Church in Detroit.
She was told that she was the only per-
son who could properly honour him. Mi-
chael adds that his mother put together
several choirs, one of which went to Expo
67 in Montreal called the Unique Ontario
Coral. Michael also mentioned that
Naomi met Rosa Parks at an event where she (Naomi) was the
MC. Naomi meant so much to so many people and was the re-
cipient of a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Metropolitan De-
troit Area Fellowship Choir. In 2005 she was also honoured by
Mayor Eddie Francis for her dedication to the community and for
fostering the community’s cultural heritage. Michael ended our
conversation by mentioning how much he appreciates the many
phone calls from people telling him how much his mother meant to
them.

The Talking Drum

The Talking Drum is published monthly by
the Amherstburg Freedom Museum.
Contributions, story ideas, suggestions and
feedback are always welcome. Please
contact Mary-Katherine Whelan at
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A Recap of Irene Moore Davis’ Emancipation Presentation

On Friday, July 31st the Amherstburg Freedom Mu- mherstvur useun,
seum, in partnership with the Essex County Black ol Rscarh Socir,

Hlstorlcal Research Somgty, celebrated Emancipa- EMANCIPATION IN
tion Day with a presentation by author, educator, ac- WINDSOR: |
.. . . . CELEBRATING
tivist, and local historian Irene Moore Davis who pre- BLACK ACTIVISM
sented "Emancipation in Windsor: Celebrating Black P L

Activism and Achievement." Irene spoke about key
figures and annual activities, the political side of Pro- ; :
gress, and the significance of this yearly celebration. § president o e SiaNEE

j Research Society
If you missed Irene’s presentation, click here to i 3 e on
watch - https://www.facebook.com/AmherstburgFreedom/
videos/328838134823776 . Irene also provided a list of

book suggestions including:

FRIDAY, JULY 31ST AT 1PM

Natasha Henry - Emancipation Day: Celebrating

Freedom in Canada

Natasha Henry - Talking About Freedom: Celebrating Emancipation Day in Can-
ada

Jeffrey R. Kerr-Ritchie - The Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black
Atlantic World

You can also search old local newspapers such as the Provincial Freeman, Voice
of the Fugitive, Amherstburg Echo, Essex Free Press, Essex Record, Windsor
Evening Record, and Border Cities Star. These newspapers have articles about
Emancipation Day Celebrations. Here's the link http://ink.ourdigitalworld.org/titles

A Call for Military Photos

Attention families of service
members! The Amherstburg
Freedom Museum is looking for
photos of family members who
served in the military for a spe-
cial project. If you have photos to
lend, please contact cura-
tor@amherstburgfreedom.org



https://www.facebook.com/AmherstburgFreedom/videos/328838134823776/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXJVG4wcNTe-oKl0dTK154iNPLrypnl9pOWXmKho_aMTntqsZW6vdCQh1Lk1bZoDAW68bfmQMUE8wDxYqs-gXHXjr_P7-iNk0O_M4vzYwc90IGseuqfICIfIWW5EwB9zC4C6NUoxG8hnlh3QR9MtjHNBFNB0aEwLc-MBjo5KJ8eIQ&_
https://www.facebook.com/AmherstburgFreedom/videos/328838134823776/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXJVG4wcNTe-oKl0dTK154iNPLrypnl9pOWXmKho_aMTntqsZW6vdCQh1Lk1bZoDAW68bfmQMUE8wDxYqs-gXHXjr_P7-iNk0O_M4vzYwc90IGseuqfICIfIWW5EwB9zC4C6NUoxG8hnlh3QR9MtjHNBFNB0aEwLc-MBjo5KJ8eIQ&_
http://ink.ourdigitalworld.org/titles

“Establishing Black Power Settlements on Canadian Soil”

Join us on Thursday, August 13th at 2pm for our next Facebook Live presentation
“Establishing Black Power Settlements on Canada Soil—From the East Coast to
the West Coast ” given by educator, Rainford Cornish - https://www.facebook.com/
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 13TH AT 2PM
LIVE ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE
/AMHERSTBURGFREEDOM/



https://www.facebook.com/AmherstburgFreedom/

Subscribe Today!

AMHERSTBURG
FREEDOM MUSEUM

Black History - universal inspiration

Give a Gift, and Preserve History!

Donate to help us to preserve, protect, and display historic
treasures. Every gift is tax-deducible in Canada or the

United States.

General subscriber benefits include:

Unlimited 1 year free admissions, Invitation to preview
exhibition openings, 10% off all items in museum store

and name listed in monthly newsletter (with

permission), introduction to genealogy research library.

$20 Seniors (age 65+)

$25 Students (age 5-22)

$35 Adults (age 23-64)

$120 Family (family of 5)

$100 to $499 SUPPORTER

All the above plus a beautiful Certificate of subscription,
suitable for framing, that recognizes your participation

as a Member.

$500 to $999 CONTRIBUTOR

All the above plus an invitation to one special event,
one exhibition opening or subscriber-only event.

$10,000+ Legacy

All the above plus recognition on Museum's Donor Wall.
Plus two tickets to all events and recognition on our

social media pages.

000

A registered charitable organization in Canada and the

United States.

It all starts with a subscription...
Become a subscriber today!

Primary member name:

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr. Birthday

Second member name:

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr. Birthday

Mailing address:

City: Province/State
Postal code:
Home phone: Cell/business phone:

Email address:

Payment information

Total subscriber dues $

Annual Fund donation: $

Total S

Check#____ Check date

Payable to Amherstburg Freedom Museum

B e B

Card #

Expiration date Security code

Signature

Thank you for your support!



Our Supporters

Gerard Aching
Nancy Allen

Gayle Allinotte
Elsie Bishop
Charlie Bray

Joan (Trisha) Bray
Janisse Browning-Miller
Terryll Chase
Marlene Crepp
Irene Moore-Davis
Lloyd Dean

Leroy Gray
Locketa Gray
Donald Harris
Janice Harris
Edith Helm

Paul Hertel

Ute Hertel

Raquel Hurst
Hallee Hurst

vy Johnson

Milo Johnson
Sheila Johnson
Thomas Karle
Carol Laforet
Dileana Larkin
Lois Larkin

Brian Lennie
Richard B. Leveque
Florence Logan
Linda Logan
Wayne Logan
Hazel MacDonald
Connie Mathieson
Tim McAllister
Violet McAllister
Cleata Morris
Reuben Munday
Colleen Peddie
Richard Peddie

Harlis Thompson

Sharon Thompson Anderson
Rebecca Underwood
Glendora Watkins

Janet Willoughby

Debora Wynn

Group Subscriptions:

Caesars Windsor

Distinguished Women of International Services
Hour-A-Day Study Club

James H. Sutton Funeral Home

Meloche’s No Frills

Past Masters in Hair

Family Subscriptions:
Bridgen, Ruth and Sam
Dipasquale Family
Gbadamosi Family:
Babatunde, Mojisola, Oiuwadamilola,
Goldin Family:
Harold, Shirley, Ephraim, Malique, Phyllis Oppen
Hurst Family:
Maynard, Marva and Monique Hurst
Taylor Family:
Ronald Taylor, Judith Taylor, Andrea Taylor-Butts, Tim Taylor,
White Family:
Gary, Leticia, Karen, Janet, Christopher, Steffanie

In Memoriam

Anna Louella (Talbot) White - In Loving Memory - Your
Son, Gary L. White ($250 donation)

Shirley Pulley To renew your subscription or to make a donation, please
Colleen Reid call the Museum at 519-736-5433. Subscription dues and
‘éc;ﬁfysgztgﬂfke donations support exhibitions and the daily expenses of
Donna Scott operating the Museum. Whether you visit once a month or a
E::ﬁﬁ'girigazve Allen few times over the year, you enjoy the benefits of

Allen Simpson subscription and your support helps to ensure that this
incredible Museum will remain a vital source of history,

Frieda Steele
Norma Sutherland
culture and inspiration for generations to come.

Marilyn Sutton
Mable Thomas



