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The Talking Drum 

 
The Talking Drum is published monthly by   

the Amherstburg Freedom Museum. 
Contributions, story ideas, suggestions and 

feedback are always welcome. Please 
contact Mary-Katherine Whelan at 

curator@amherstburgfreedom.org 
 

277 King Street,  
Amherstburg, ON  N9V 2C7           

519-736-5433 or  
800-713-6336 toll free 
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Say hello to our new summer employees, Hallee, Erin and Jaidyn who will be 

working at the museum this summer thanks to funding from the Canada 

Summer Jobs program. They will be assisting with cataloging and research and 

will give guided tours.   Here is a little bit more about them, in their own words. 

My name is Hallee Kejick. I am 17 years old and have 
recently graduated. I will be attending Carleton 
University in the fall for Transnational Law and Human 
Rights. I am interested in pursuing a career as a Human 
Rights Lawyer. I enjoy spending time with friends and 
listening to music. I look forward to working as a Tour 
Guide at the museum once again. It has been a 
wonderful experience and I am excited to further my 
knowledge about my family’s history and the Black 
history within the town.  

Hi! I’m Erin. I am a 2nd year biology student at Mount 

Allison University in Sackville, NB, though I graduated 

from Assumption High School in Windsor. I am so 

excited and happy to be working here as the Collections 

Assistant for the summer! I have always loved history 

and wish to continue learning about it, even though it 

doesn’t quite pertain to my principal focus of study. 

Having grown up in various places internationally, I 

understand the significance of sharing (and learning about) local history, and see 

how that history has shaped communities. I’m excited to learn more about the 

Underground Railroad and Amherstburg’s local history, and I’m also excited to 

meet the museum visitors. It really is important to keep history alive, and to be 

able to do that while learning more about events I was initially rather unfamiliar 

with is a truly wonderful opportunity!  

My name is Jaidyn and I work as a tour guide at the 
Amherstburg Freedom Museum.  I applied for this job 
in order to improve my public speaking and to learn 
more about my history.  My interests are dancing, 
singing, painting, calligraphy, photography and all 
sports. Working here at the Museum will help me feel 
more confident presenting in front of others, gain 
confidence in myself and learn about the stories of how 
freedom seekers escaped to freedom. 

Say Hello To Our Summer Employees! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freedom Achievers Initiative 

On Wednesday, July 3rd the community gathered at the 
Libro Centre for the relaunch of the Amherstburg 
Community Foundation, led by its president Richard Peddie.  
At this event, the audience was introduced to the new 
Board of Directors, but also heard four proposals to make 
“an even better Amherstburg.”  Among the presenters was 
AFM Board President, Monty Logan, who spoke about the 
Museum’s Freedom Achievers Initiative which includes a 
mentorship program and a high-profile speaker series.  
Monty also made the exciting announcement that Dwane 
Casey, Coach of the Detroit Pistons, has agreed to kick off 
our speaker series, but we need your help to reach our goal 
of $39,000 to make this program possible.   

By donating to the Freedom Achievers Program you are 
helping us create a path to success for the youth of Essex 
County. Let's work together to make this happen!  

To donate, go to https://amherstburgfreedom.org/#donate OR/ https://
www.amherstburgfoundation.org/community-initiatives  

 

 

 

https://amherstburgfreedom.org/?fbclid=IwAR04nQXsPed4EnJVoCjaKiOiskzw5whNt7Sfld-iFFwVtyLkUPYeYZML-mc#donate
https://www.amherstburgfoundation.org/community-initiatives
https://www.amherstburgfoundation.org/community-initiatives


 

 

On March 5, 2019 an exciting new 

beginning for the Amherstburg 

Freedom Museum was put in motion.  

That was the day that the 

renovations to the permanent 

gallery, exterior of the Taylor Log 

Cabin and roof began.  This was all 

possible thanks to an amazing grant 

from the Ontario Trillium Foundation 

which consisted of almost $120,000. 

We are proud of the Museum’s new 

look and are thankful for your 

continued support.  We would like to 

invite you to visit the museum and 

explore the new space because this 

was not just the Museum’s journey, 

it was yours as well.   

Out With the Old and in With the New Beginning: AFM Renovations 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tickets may be purchased by cash or credit card at the museum’s reception desk or by phone, 
519-736-5433.  Tickets can also be purchased through Eventbrite. 

You’re Invited to Emancipation 2019! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walter Perry Emancipation Golf Classic—August 10th 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subscribe Today! 

 

 

 

Subscription Form 
 

Please return to: 

Amherstburg Freedom Museum 

277 King St. 

Amherstburg, ON, N9V 2C7 

 

Name: __________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________________ 

 
________________________________________ 

 
________________________________________ 

 

Phone:    ___________________ 

 

Email:     ______________ 

 

Type:  ___ Adult ($35) 

  ___ Senior ($30) 

  ___ Student $20) 

  ___ Family of Five ($75) 

  ___ Non-Profit ($75) 

  ___ Business ($85) 
 

 

Enclosed please find my cheque for: 
$_________________ 

 

__ I prefer to phone 519-736-5433 and pay by credit 
card. 
       

__ I will renew online at   
www.amherstburgfreedom.org 
      

 __ You have my permission to print my name in a list 
of subscribers in the TALKING DRUM newsletter 
 

Signature    ___________________ 

 

 

 

Your Subscription Benefits include:  

• Monthly “Talking Drum” Newsletter 

• Free Admission to the Museum (including temporary 
exhibits) 

• Free Guided Tour (by appointment only) 

• Name published in monthly list of subscribers (with per-
mission) 

• Invitation to Annual Community Meeting 

• Access to genealogy research library 

Please note that as of January 2014, we cannot provide a tax receipt for sub-
scription dues.  Should you prefer a tax receipt, please indicate that you wish 
to make a donation instead.  Subscription privileges will not apply.   
 



 

Our Supporters 

 
Gerard Aching 
Nancy Allen 
Gayle Allinotte 
Elsie Bishop 
Charlie Bray 
Joan (Trisha) Bray    
Janisse Browning-Miller 
Terryll Chase 
Marlene Crepp 
Irene Moore-Davis 
Lloyd Dean 
Leroy Gray 
Locketa Gray 
Donald Harris 
Janice Harris 
Edith Helm 
Paul Hertel 
Ute Hertel 
Raquel Hurst 
Ivy Johnson 
Milo Johnson 
Sheila Johnson 
Thomas Karle 
Carol Laforet 
Dileana Larkin 
Lois Larkin 
Brian Lennie 
Richard B. Leveque 
Florence Logan 
Linda Logan 
Wayne Logan 
Hazel MacDonald 
Connie Mathieson 
Cleata Morris 
Reuben Munday 
Colleen Peddie 
Richard  Peddie 
Shirley Pulley 
Colleen Reid 
Joyce Robbins 
Carolyne Rourke 
Donna Scott 
Claudia  Shreve Allen 
Frank Simone 
Allen Simpson 
Frieda Steele  
Norma Sutherland 
Marilyn Sutton 
Mable Thomas 
Harlis Thompson 
Sharon Thompson Anderson 

To renew your subscription, please call the Museum 

at 519-736-5433. Subscription dues support 

exhibitions and the daily expenses of operating the 

Museum. Whether you visit once a month or a few 

times over the year, you enjoy the benefits of 

subscription and your support helps to ensure that 

this incredible Museum will remain a vital source of 

history, culture and inspiration for generations to 

Rebecca Underwood 
Glendora Watkins 
Gary L. White Family 
Janet Willoughby 
Debora Wynn 

Group Subscriptions:  

Caesars Windsor  
Distinguished Women of International Services  
Hour-A-Day Study Club 
James H. Sutton Funeral Home 
Meloche’s No Frills 
Past Masters in Hair 
 
Family Subscriptions: 
Bridgen, Ruth and Sam  
Dipasquale Family 
Gbadamosi Family: 
 Babatunde, Mojisola, Oiuwadamilola,  
Goldin Family: 
 Harold, Shirley, Ephraim, Malique, Phyllis Oppen 
Hurst Family: 
Maynard, Marva and Monique Hurst 
Taylor Family: 

Ronald Taylor, Judith Taylor, Andrea Taylor-Butts, Tim Taylor,  


