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The Talking Drum 

The Talking Drum is published monthly by   
the Amherstburg Freedom Museum. 

Contributions, story ideas, suggestions and 
feedback are always welcome. Please 

contact Mary-Katherine Whelan at 
curator@amherstburgfreedom.org 
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Freedom Achiever Spotlight: Elisabeth Melodie Jonah  

Name: Elisabeth Melodie Jonah 
Age: 16 years 
School and Class: Chatham Kent Secondary 
School, Grade 11  
Hometown: Chatham, ON  
Parents: Lan and Stella (Rowland) Jonah 
 
Question: What is your favorite school subject?   

Answer: Biology.  I plan to go into the medical 

field and anything that is centered around the 

human body is interesting to me. I also love to read.  At the moment, I’m 

enjoying historical fiction.   

Question: What do you want to do when you grow up?   

Answer: A part of me wants to become an immigration lawyer.  My mother 

is an immigration consultant and my parent’s immigration story inspires me.  

They came to Canada in 2001 before I was born.  Or I’d like to become a 

doctor in neuroscience.  I’ve always liked the brain and the mind.  Not sure 

yet but I’m deciding.   

Question: What extra-curricular activities do you participate in? 

Answer:  I’ve played soccer since I was 6 years old.  I like that the teams in 

the league change each season, so I get to meet different people.  I also 

played basketball in high school (before the COVID-19 pandemic).  I loved 

going to the tournaments.  The environment was really electric, and lots of 

fun. 

Question: How has COVID-19 affected your day-to-day activities?  
 
Answer: Really, really slowed me down.  Before the pandemic I was always 
at school doing things for sports or for band or at a restaurant hanging out 
with my friends.  I got a part time job recently so I could get out more.   
 
Question: What are your hobbies?  

Answer: Learning new instruments.  I’ve been taking piano lessons since I 

was 4.  When the drummer at my church moved away, I taught myself to 

play the drums. In Grade 9 as part of music class I took lessons for the  



 

Freedom Achiever Spotlight Continued 

clarinet.  In Grade 10, I was bored of the clarinet, so I switched 

to the flute. The Pastor at my church plays guitar and gave me 

one for Christmas so I had to learn to play.  Just recently I 

received a bass guitar so I’m teaching myself by watching scales 

and learning songs by an App.  

Performing is fun.  In November 2019 I was selected to play at 
Western University in the Honors Band for Grade 9 & 10 
students.  It was the biggest band I ever played in.  We learned 
three songs in three days and played together in one final 
performance.    
 
Question: Do you belong to any clubs inside or outside of 

school? 

Answer:  Yes, Black Voices Community: Chatham Kent.  This is a group of teachers, students, and members 

of the community that get together to discuss different issues like racism in schools, how Black individuals 

are perceived in society, and negative stereotypes.  For a long time, I felt isolated.  I go to a predominantly 

white school.  Members of the group share like experiences as me and this forum gives me the opportunity 

to talk about the issues.  

Question: If you could have a conversation with one historical Black figure, who would it be and what would 

you want to talk about?  

Answer:  Maya Angelo.  Every time I hear her story it amazes me.  My mother told me about her.  My 
favorite poem by her is “And Still I Rise”.  I’d want to know how she did it?  Being a Black woman and doing 
what she did.  What gave her the confidence.   
 

AFM Giftshop 

We've added knew items to our 
online giftshop! There is a great se-
lection of books for kids and 
adults, games, and postcards, plus 
AFM merchandise like t-shirts, bag 
tags, pens, mugs and masks. To 
view our gift shop, click https://
amherstburg-freedom-
museum.myshopify.com/  

Elisabeth playing the bass guitar 

https://amherstburg-freedom-museum.myshopify.com/
https://amherstburg-freedom-museum.myshopify.com/
https://amherstburg-freedom-museum.myshopify.com/


 

A Message of Solidarity 

Sending a message of support and solidarity to the Indigenous 
Community. We as a nation need to learn more about the 
injustice and inhumane acts inflicted upon the Indigenous 
Peoples of Canada. We are committed to do better and stand 
with them.  

Thank You Charitable Gaming Windsor and Paradise Gaming 
 

Amherstburg Freedom Museum would like to 
extend our heartfelt thanks to Charitable 
Gaming Windsor and  Paradise Gaming 
Centre for their continued support. Throughout 
the years, they have helped us keep the  
Museum open and running, and allowed for us 
to continue to offer our programming  
throughout the pandemic. Thank you!  

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/amherstburg?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUY7BmUWG9ZWPImCZIsI9lIdOXp7wThfMu7blEHd-jPcIC5Umx8eXdOm2g06zDOv4SzdEfks4vmAXMSJuVPgsAySQJv06ST9PS6X2Q-RDnn-S3cyP9DcZ8U9GoUmmCt-lPmN7zpsuywsJFMboOqycupvjwO5ykz_qgMKIH9fZ_SznVSPgVdNxOfW986o
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Subscribe Today! 

 
 

Give a Gift, and Preserve History!  

Donate to help us to preserve, protect, and display historic 

treasures. Every gift is tax-deducible in Canada or the 

United States. 

 

General subscriber benefits include:  

Unlimited 1 year free admissions, Invitation to preview 

exhibition openings, 10% off all items in museum store 

and name listed in monthly newsletter (with 

permission), introduction to genealogy research library. 

 

$20    Seniors (age 65+) 

 

$25    Students (age 5-22) 

 

$35    Adults (age 23-64) 

 

$120  Family (family of 5)   

 

$100 to $499 SUPPORTER  

All the above plus a beautiful Certificate of subscription, 

suitable for framing, that recognizes your participation 

as a Member. 

 

$500 to $999 CONTRIBUTOR  

All the above plus an invitation to one special event, 

one exhibition opening or subscriber-only event. 

 

$10,000+ Legacy 

All the above plus recognition on Museum's Donor Wall.  

Plus two tickets to all events and recognition on our 

social media pages. 

 
A registered charitable organization in Canada and the 

United States. 

 

 

 

 

It all starts with a subscription… 

Become a subscriber today! 

Primary member name: 

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr.        Birthday 

   

Second member name: 

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr.         Birthday 

 

Mailing address: 

City:   Province/State   

Postal code:  

Home phone:    Cell/business phone: 

 

Email address: 

 

Payment information 

Total subscriber dues $ 

Annual Fund donation: $ 

Total $ 

Check #    Check date 

Payable to Amherstburg Freedom Museum 

 

Card # 

Expiration date  Security code 

Signature 

Thank you for your support! 



 
Our Supporters 

 
Gerard Aching 
Nancy Allen 
Gayle Allinotte 
Kit Andres 
Elsie Bishop 
Charlie Bray 
Joan (Trisha) Bray    
Janisse Browning-Miller 
Shantelle Browning Morgan 
Janet Burch 
Terryll Chase 
Marlene Crepp 
Debi Croucher 
Irene Moore-Davis 
Lloyd Dean 
Helen Geddes 
Leroy Gray 
Locketa Gray 
Janice Harris 
Edith Helm 
Ute Hertel 
Raquel Hurst 
Hallee Hurst 
Ivy Johnson 
Milo Johnson 
Sheila Johnson 
Thomas Karle 
Carol Laforet 
Dileana Larkin 
Lois Larkin 
Brian Lennie 
Richard B. Leveque 
Florence Logan 
Linda Logan 
Wayne Logan 
Hazel MacDonald 
Connie Mathieson 
Tim McAllister 
Violet McAllister 
Cleata Morris 
Reuben Munday 
Colleen Peddie 
Richard  Peddie 
Shirley Pulley 
Colleen Reid 
Joyce Robbins 
Carolyne Rourke 
Donna Scott 
Claudia  Shreve Allen 
Frank Simone 
Allen Simpson 
Norma Sutherland 
Marilyn Sutton 
Mable Thomas 

To renew your subscription or to make a donation, please 

call the Museum at 519-736-5433. Subscription dues  and 

donations support exhibitions and the daily expenses of 

operating the Museum. Whether you visit once a month or a 

few times over the year, you enjoy the benefits of 

subscription and your support helps to ensure that this 

incredible Museum will remain a vital source of history, 

culture and inspiration for generations to come. 

Harlis Thompson 
Sharon Thompson Anderson 
Anastasia Timakis 
Rebecca Underwood 
Janet Willoughby 
Debora Wynn 

Group Subscriptions:  

Caesars Windsor  
Distinguished Women of International Services  
Hour-A-Day Study Club 
James H. Sutton Funeral Home 
Meloche’s No Frills 
 
Family Subscriptions: 
Bridgen, Ruth and Sam  
Dipasquale Family 
Gbadamosi Family: 
 Babatunde, Mojisola, Oiuwadamilola,  
Goldin Family: 
 Harold, Shirley, Ephraim, Malique, Phyllis Oppen 
Hurst Family: 
Maynard, Marva and Monique Hurst 
Taylor Family: 
Ronald Taylor, Judith Taylor, Andrea Taylor-Butts, Tim Taylor,  

Ristic Family: 
Cari-Lynn, Goran, Isabella, and Matteo 

White Family: 

Gary, Leticia, Karen, Janet, Christopher, Steffanie 

In Memoriam 

Anna Louella (Talbot) White - In Loving Memory - Your Son, 

Gary L. White ($250 donation) 

Contributor Subscription ($500)                    

Wanda Juricic                                                                        


