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The Talking Drum 

 
The Talking Drum is published monthly by 

the Amherstburg Freedom Museum. 
Contributions, story ideas, suggestions and 
feedback are always welcome. Please 
contact Mary-Katherine Whelan at 

curator@amherstburgfreedom.org 
 

277 King Street,  
Amherstburg, ON  N9V 2C7           

519-736-5433 or  
800-713-6336 toll free 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Philip H. Alexander, 

Director 

J. Trisha Bray, Director 

Tom Hurst, Director 

Dr. Barbara Hughes Smith, 

Director 

Gary Jean, Treasurer 

Monty Logan, President 

Dr. Brenda McCurdy, 

Director 

Barbara Porter, Director 

David Van Dyke,               

Vice-President 

 

STAFF 

Lorene Bridgen, Assistant 
Curator 

Mary-Katherine Whelan, 
Curator/Manager of 

Collections and Research 

 

PART-TIME 

Teiana Harris 

Darryn Walls 

We’re Open! The renovations are partially complete, but the permanent 

gallery is open for visitors. Stop by and take a look.  What an update! 

The Permanent Gallery is Open! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFM’s Newest Board Director, Sheneese Johnson 

Say hello to the Amherstburg Freedom’s Museum’s 
newest Board Director, Sheneese Johnson!  
Sheneese hails from Pensacola, Florida and 
relocated to Detroit, Michigan in the mid 1980’s. 
After meeting her husband, she moved to Canada 
in 2011. Sheneese graduated from the University of 
Phoenix with a Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Management and has over 20 years of experience 
in marketing and fundraising. She is currently the 
Group Sales Manager at the Charles H. Wright 

Museum of African American History.   

Sheneese enjoys being involved in the community and has been engaged in numerous 
fundraising events such as The Wright Museum Galas, Detroit Youth Day, Susan G. Komen 
Walk For the Cure and the Molina Community Outreach Program, just to name a few.  
Sheneese learned about becoming a Board Director at the Amherstburg Freedom 
Museum through her friend, and current AFM Board Director, Barb Porter.  Sheneese is 
very enthusiastic and is excited to help the museum continue to share the amazing stories 
of the brave freedom seekers who came to this country to start a new life.  Sheneese says 
that joining the Amherstburg Freedom Museum Board is the perfect opportunity to apply 
her years of experience to promote 
awareness of African History and 
the needs of the Museum.  

She approaches everything with a 
passion for excellence, and is 
dedicated to getting results.  
Sheneese loves to travel and 
experience different cultures.  She 
has visited Europe, Central and 
South America, Asia and most 
recently, Egypt.  Her hobbies 
include landscaping, interior 
decorating, event planning and 
spending time with her husband of 
15 years. Welcome Sheneese! 

 

 

AFM Board of Directors : Barb Porter, Gary Jean, Sheneese Johnson, Da-

vid Van Dyke, Phil Alexander, Brenda McCurdy, Tom Hurst and Monty 

Logan. Absent: Barbara K. Smith 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tickets may be purchased by cash or credit card at the museum’s reception 
desk or by phone, 519-736-5433. Tickets can also be purchased through 
Eventbrite at https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/ribs-ragtime-tickets-60131135846  
 
 

You’re Invited to Ribs and Ragtime 2019! 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/ribs-ragtime-tickets-60131135846


 

 

The Amherstburg Freedom Museum’s annual community meeting will 

be held Saturday, May 11th at 12pm in the Nazrey A.M.E. Church.  

The Board of Directors invites subscribers and the community to come 

hear about, and celebrate another successful year.  

The following reports for 2018 will be presented: the President’s report, 

Program Committee report, Fundraising Committee report, Treasurer’s 

report, and Curator/Administrator’s Report.  

Please join us for our year in review!  

  

Mac Simpson Award Application — Attention All Students! 
 

The submission deadline for eligible students to 

apply for the Mac Simpson Award is Monday, 

June 10, 2019. 

The Mac Simpson Award is given annually to at 

least one student of African descent who is 

currently attending a secondary school in the 

Essex County region and will be commencing 

post-secondary studies in September 2019 on a 

full-time basis. 

If eligible and would like to apply click here for more information - https://

amherstburgfreedom.org/mac-simpson-award/  

 

To donate to this important scholarship, please go to our website 

at amherstburgfreedom.org or call us at 519-736-5433.  

.  

Annual Community Meeting — Saturday, May 11th  

https://amherstburgfreedom.org/mac-simpson-award/
https://amherstburgfreedom.org/mac-simpson-award/
http://www.amherstburgfreedom.org


 

The Artists of Colour Present “Illumination 2019” 

Are you looking for an opportunity to 
help your community? The 
Amherstburg Freedom Museum is 
hosting its annual Ribs & Ragtime 
event on Saturday June 8th, 2019, and 
we are looking for volunteers who can 
collect tickets, serve food, help with set 
up/clean up and watch the entrance to 
the event. For more information, 
please contact Lorene Bridgen-Lennie 

at lorene.bridgen@amherstburgfreedom.org or by calling 519-736-5433 

 

  

Volunteer Opportunity 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subscribe Today! 

 

 

 

Subscription Form 
 

Please return to: 

Amherstburg Freedom Museum 

277 King St. 

Amherstburg, ON, N9V 2C7 

 

Name: __________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________________ 

 
________________________________________ 

 
________________________________________ 

 

Phone:    ___________________ 

 

Email:     ______________ 

 

Type:  ___ Adult ($35) 

  ___ Senior ($30) 

  ___ Student $20) 

  ___ Family of Five ($75) 

  ___ Non-Profit ($75) 

  ___ Business ($85) 
 

 

Enclosed please find my cheque for: 
$_________________ 

 

__ I prefer to phone 519-736-5433 and pay by credit 
card. 
       

__ I will renew online at   
www.amherstburgfreedom.org 
      

 __ You have my permission to print my name in a list 
of subscribers in the TALKING DRUM newsletter 
 

Signature    ___________________ 

 

 

 

Your Subscription Benefits include:  

• Monthly “Talking Drum” Newsletter 

• Free Admission to the Museum (including temporary 
exhibits) 

• Free Guided Tour (by appointment only) 

• Name published in monthly list of subscribers (with per-
mission) 

• Invitation to Annual Community Meeting 

• Access to genealogy research library 

Please note that as of January 2014, we cannot provide a tax receipt for sub-
scription dues.  Should you prefer a tax receipt, please indicate that you wish 
to make a donation instead.  Subscription privileges will not apply.   
 



 

Our Supporters 

 
Gerard Aching 
Nancy Allen 
Gayle Allinotte 
Elsie Bishop 
Charlie Bray 
Joan (Trisha) Bray    
Janisse Browning-Miller 
Terryll Chase 
Marlene Crepp 
Irene Moore-Davis 
Lloyd Dean 
Leroy Gray 
Locketa Gray 
Donald Harris 
Janice Harris 
Edith Helm 
Paul Hertel 
Ute Hertel 
Raquel Hurst 
Ivy Johnson 
Milo Johnson 
Sheila Johnson 
Thomas Karle 
Carol Laforet 
Dileana Larkin 
Lois Larkin 
Brian Lennie 
Richard B. Leveque 
Florence Logan 
Linda Logan 
Wayne Logan 
Hazel MacDonald 
Cleata Morris 
Reuben Munday 
Colleen Peddie 
Richard  Peddie 
Shirley Pulley 
Colleen Reid 
Joyce Robbins 
Carolyne Rourke 
Donna Scott 
Claudia  Shreve Allen 
Frank Simone 
Allen Simpson 
Frieda Steele  
Norma Sutherland 
Marilyn Sutton 
Mable Thomas 
Harlis Thompson 
Sharon Thompson Anderson 

To renew your subscription, please call the Museum 

at 519-736-5433. Subscription dues support 

exhibitions and the daily expenses of operating the 

Museum. Whether you visit once a month or a few 

times over the year, you enjoy the benefits of 

subscription and your support helps to ensure that 

this incredible Museum will remain a vital source of 

history, culture and inspiration for generations to 

Rebecca Underwood 
Glendora Watkins 
Gary White 
Janet Willoughby 
Debora Wynn 

Group Subscriptions:  

Caesars Windsor  
Distinguished Women of International Services  
Hour-A-Day Study Club 
James H. Sutton Funeral Home 
Meloche’s No Frills 
Past Masters in Hair 
 
Family Subscriptions: 
Bridgen, Ruth and Sam  
Dipasquale Family 
Gbadamosi Family: 
 Babatunde, Mojisola, Oiuwadamilola,  
Goldin Family: 
 Harold, Shirley, Ephraim, Malique, Phyllis Oppen 
Hurst Family: 
Maynard, Marva and Monique Hurst 
Taylor Family: 

Ronald Taylor, Judith Taylor, Andrea Taylor-Butts, Tim Taylor,  


