
Adams Family History Part 2 – “A life-long resident of Amherstburg” 

Now that we have shared details about Laura and William Adams, we’ll discuss their 

children Lena, Lula, Nellie, Rallie, Laura, Susan Arabella, William F., Milton Augustus, 

Reginald, Ralph, Ethel and Faustine. There were only a few documents that mention Lena. She is 

listed in the 1881 Census along with her parents William and Laura, and sister Lula, but is also 

mentioned in her father’s 1921 obituary as deceased at that point. The same applies to Lena’s 

siblings Ethel (passed away December 30, 1888 at age 3) and Faustine who are also mentioned 

in their father William’s obituary as deceased at that point. 

There is more information for their sister Lula (some records say Lulu) who will be 

discussed next. Lula married Robert Thomas, the son of George Thomas (see Thomas Family 

History for more https://amherstburgfreedom.org/family-histories/thomas-family/ ) and Maria 

Buckner, on December 20, 1901 in Amherstburg. Robert W. Thomas was a cook, while Lula was 

active in the community, joining several organizations in Amherstburg.  As a young girl, she was 

a member of the Buisy Gleanors [sic] which was an educational group for young people, along 

with her sisters Lena and Nellie.  Lula, along with her sister Nellie, was also a member of the 

Frederic [sic] Douglass Self-Improvement Club, which focused on education and etiquette, in 

addition to joining the Oxford Club which hosted socials and other entertainment at the A.M.E. 

Church. Robert and Lula had three daughters and one son: Roberta, Fern (Georges), Lola, and 

Orville. Roberta married a musician, Harold W. Coleman (son of Stephen and Mamie Duger 

Coleman), in July 1926, while Lola married Elmer Hamlin. On the 1940 census for Lorain, Ohio, 

Lola is listed as a Maid at Oberlin College. Robert and Lula’s last child, Orville, was born on 

February 2, 1911 and is listed as an undertaker’s assistant in the 1940 Ohio census. He married a 

woman named Ethel. Robert and Lula also had another child named Justine Dorcas Thomas, who 

https://amherstburgfreedom.org/family-histories/thomas-family/


was born on November 15, 1919, but sadly passed away a few days later, on November 27, 

1919. 

William and Laura Adams’ next child is Ella Mae, who is also referred to as Nellie. 

According to her birth record, she was born on October 9, 1881. There was no available marriage 

record for her, but in her father’s obituary Nellie’s husband is listed as Charles Gentry. Nellie’s 

death record lists her as Ella Mae Gentry and at that point (December 26, 1965) she was a widow 

living in Chicago. Nellie’s brother Rallie/Rollie was married to Lillian Stuart, the daughter of 

Edward Stuart and Elizabeth Baskerville, on November 21, 1906 in Cuyahoga, Ohio. Rallie 

worked as a Steward. 

More information is available for Rallie’s sister Laura Arena/Irene Adams who was born 

on November 2, 1887 in Amherstburg. She married George D. McCurdy on December 3, 1910 

in Amherstburg. George D. McCurdy, a sailor at the time, was the son of George McCurdy (son 

of Nasa McCurdy and Permelia Bailey) and Mary Almede Thomas (daughter of George and 

Maria/Mariah Thomas). In his obituary, George D. McCurdy is described as “A life-long 

resident of Amherstburg … Mr. McCurdy lived at 108 Seymour St. In 1964 he retired from 

politics after serving for 15 years on the Amherstburg Council, the lst 12 years as deputy-reeve. 

He also served on the Essex County Council for 12 years. Mr. McCurdy was a member of the 

Amherstburg Goodfellows and a life member and past patron of the Eastern Star. He joined 

Lincoln Lodge of Ontario. He was a member of Amherstburg’s First Baptist Church. Mr. 

McCurdy’s wife – Laura Irene – died August 29. He is survived by four sons: Howard, of 

Toronto, Ralph and Alvin, of Amherstburg, and George Jr., of Ottawa; two daughters, Mrs. 

Lloyd (Dorothy) Watkins of Windsor and Mrs. Walter (Laura Jean) Heron, of Detroit. He is also 



survived by a brother, LeRoy, of White Plains, New York, 22 grandchildren and 23 great 

grandchildren.” 

What we publish is not a complete history of any family and is based on the 

documents that are available. We welcome photos and information to fill in the gaps.  See 

you next week for part 3. 

 


