
Kirtley Family Part 2 – Mildred/Mary’s Line 

As mentioned, we’re going to discuss three branches of the Kirtley family in Essex 

County and so far we have discussed Henry’s line. Next is the line of Mildred, sometimes listed 

as Mary, Kirtley.  Mildred was born circa 1842 and married Philip Butler.  According to Philip’s 

obituary, Mildred was a school teacher and Philip’s career is also noteworthy.  In his September 

1910 obituary, it says “Mr. Butler was born in Malden township, being one of a family of seven 

children of whom two sisters and one brother survive – Mrs. Grace Foster, of Monroe, Mich, and 

Mrs. Emaline Ward, of Dakota, and James Butler, of Adrian, Mich. He was married in 1861 to 

Mildred Kirtley, a school teacher, and she with two daughters are left to mourn – Mrs. Charles 

Mitchell and Mrs. Thomas Pearl, both of this township. Two sons, Walter and Gordon 

predeceased their father. Mr. Butler’s name will go down to posterity as one which stood for 

honesty and probity. He was a hard worker, and in his prime was one of the strongest men in the 

township. For many years he was a county constable and his services towards the preservation of 

peace and good order were invaluable. The funeral took place Sunday to Rose Hill cemetery, 

Amherstburg. Services were conducted by Rev. Mr. Bowden, pastor in charge of this 

community, and by Star Lodge, No 17, F. & A.M., of which deceased was a member, and 

Lincoln Lodge, No. 8, F. & A.M., of Amherstburg. A very large number of friends and relatives 

turned out to pay their last respects.” 

Mildred and Philip had at least four children: Walter, Gordon Calvin, Olive and Clara A.  

There was not any information for Walter, but Gordon was a farm labourer, born circa 1867.  

Gordon’s sister Olive was born March 25, 1868 and married more than once.  Olive married 

Thomas P. Pearl, a stone mason and the son of Bazzle Pearl and Catherine Hilton, on July 11, 



1897 in Detroit.  According to Olive’s death record, years later, she married someone with the 

last name Hulett, but the first name is difficult to read and may say “Ury.”  

Mildred and Philip’s last child, Clara, married Charles J. Mitchell, the son of Levi and 

Annie, on January 6, 1891 in Amherstburg. According to her death record, Clara was born on 

July 16, 1869 in New Canaan and she passed in May 1949 in Ann Arbor, Michigan at the age of 

79.  She is also listed as a widow. Clara Butler Mitchell’s children included Ella, Mira Ann, 

Mabel Orphella, Fulton Fremont, Clara Janette, Mary Gertrude and Charles Clayton.  

Ella Mitchell, the first child of Clara and Charles, married Roman Hall, a 29-year-old 

farmer and the son of Jessee Hall and Mary Allan, on June 28, 1916.  At the time, Ella was 23 

and her occupation is listed as “farmer’s daughter.” Ella’s sister Mira Ann, was born on October 

2, 1894 in Colchester North and she married John D. Day, the son of Samuel Day and Sarah 

Hunt, on February 19, 1919 in New Canaan.  

Mira Ann’s sister Mabel Orphella was born on January 27, 1897 in Colchester, while her 

brother Fulton Fremont Mitchell was born on August 15, 1899.  Fulton Fremont married Gladys 

Berdue on November 1, 1924 in Ann Arbor, Michigan. The names of Gladys’ parents are not 

listed in their marriage record, but it does say that she was 20 years old, a cook and born in 

Kalamazoo, Michigan. It also mentions that Fremont’s occupation was “Trucking.” Following 

the passing of his first wife, Fremont married Dona Gunn Gutierrez, the daughter of James Gunn 

and Emma Ledbetter, on June 2, 1939 in Lucas, Ohio. According to their marriage record, both 

spouses of Fremont and Dona passed away because they are listed as widower/widow. This 

record even states Dona’s first husband’s name: Elias Gutierrez. Dona was also born in Indiana 

and worked as a domestic. 



Next is Clara Janette Mitchell who was born on September 24, 1904 in Colchester North, 

while Mary Gertrude was born on December 6, 1907 in Colchester North and Charles Clayton 

Mitchell was born on July 11, 1910, also in Colchester North. On June 12, 1931 in Lucas, Ohio, 

Charles Clayton married Virginia Reese, the daughter of George and Helen Reese. Their 

marriage record states that Clayton was a gardener and that neither he nor Virginia were 

previously married. 

 What we publish is not a complete history of any family and is based on the 

documents that are available. We welcome photos and information to fill in the gaps.  See 

you next week for part 3. 


