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The Talking Drum is published monthly by   
the Amherstburg Freedom Museum. 

Contributions, story ideas, suggestions and 
feedback are always welcome. Please 

contact Mary-Katherine Whelan at 
curator@amherstburgfreedom.org 

 

277 King Street,  
Amherstburg, ON  N9V 2C7           

519-736-5433 or  
800-713-6336 toll free 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Monty Logan, President 

Barbara Porter,            

Vice- President 

Sheneese Johnson, 

Treasurer 

Philip H. Alexander, 

Secretary 

J. Trisha Bray, Director 

Dr. Barbara Hughes Smith, 

Director 

Dr. Brenda McCurdy, 

Director 

Marcia Pivotte,          

Director 

Cari-Lynn Ristic,  Director 

 

STAFF 

Dr. Lorene Bridgen-Lennie, 
Assistant Curator 

Mary-Katherine Whelan, 
Curator/Manager of 

Collections and Research 

 

PART-TIME 
Aanand Arya 

Fardovza Kusow  

Tamiwa Kanyenda 

 

 

 

Freedom Achiever Spotlight: Willow Key 

Name: Willow Key 

Age: 25 years 

School and Field of Study: Universi-

ty of Windsor.  Graduated with a Bach-

elor of Arts in History.  Starting the 

Master of Arts program with a thesis 

that will focus on Black farmers in 

Southwestern Ontario.    

Hometown: Toronto, ON  

Parents: Adrian Key and Leslie Lloyd-
Key  
 

The Talking Drum wanted to speak to Willow about her paper 

“Adoption Policy within Postwar Canada: Combating Racism through 

the adoption of Non-White Children” that won the University of Wind-

sor History Department’s 2021 Best Fourth Year Paper Award.   

Question: Why did you select the topic of adoption for your paper?  

Answer: I wanted to explore the creation of the Open Door Society in 

Montreal (1959) and their interracial adoption program that educated 

white Canadian families on the possibilities of adopting non-white chil-

dren (specifically Black children in Montreal and Toronto).  The Open 

Door Society campaign was one of the main reasons why white fami-

lies adopted Black children.  Canadians saw themselves as morally 

superior to the US and their racist policies and attitudes.  

 
Question: Tell us about your podcast and the inspiration behind it? 

Answer: I created The Black Power Podcast in 2020  because I want-
ed to focus on the Black Power era of the 1960’s. I soon realized that 
there was a lack of content about Black History in general so I decided 
to expand.  Topics of my podcasts include Marie Laveau and 
Healthcare and the Black community.   
 
Question:  What lessons have you learned from doing the podcast? 
Answer: I do it for myself because I enjoy doing it and want to share 
the information.  Hopefully it helps others and provides an opportunity 
to learn more.   
 



 

Freedom Achiever Spotlight: Willow Key 

Question: What do you like to do in your free time?  

Answer:  I enjoy reading.  I have a small business 

making history related bookmarks which I sell on 

Etsy.  Right now, I’m also working on a research 

project called “We Were Here”.  The project’s focus 

is the McDougall street corridor where there was a 

large Black community before 1960.  The City of 

Windsor demolished the area and we are trying to 

piece together the history and stories of the families 

and community impacted.    

Question: If you could have a conversation with one historical Black figure, who would it be and 

what would you want to talk about?  

Answer: Zora Neale Hurston.  She was the first Black female anthropologist in the United States.  
She traveled across the US (early 1900’s).  I’d like to know what it was like traveling in the South as 
a Black woman.  What made her want to study voodoo?  She carried a pistol with her so I’m sure 
she could handle herself.  She was fearless and not concerned about what others thought of her.   
 
You can learn more on Willow’s Instagram page @thecurlyhairedacademic . The Black Power 
Podcast can be viewed here - https://open.spotify.com/show/5y8Y69j4Kyw1tgdZVx6ll4?
si=_l45BHcLSVyhOiQ8iHOfkQ&dl_branch=1 

Willow also gave a presentation titled "Black Children and Interracial Adoption Policy in 
Canada" as part of the Amherstburg Freedom Museum’s Facebook Live Black History 
Series. It can be viewed on our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
AmherstburgFreedom/videos/303996634742947 OR our website https://
amherstburgfreedom.org/events-fb-live/ 

Do You Have Something To Share? 
 
Attention Supporters! Do you have an upcoming 
event or a Black History related writeup or 
photographs that you would like us to share in the 
Talking Drum? We’re here to help! Please submit 
event posters and/or Black History related articles & 
photos to curator@amherstburgfreedom.org 
All submissions must be sent by the 25th day of the 
month. 
 
Note: Submission does not guarantee publication in 
the Talking Drum. 

Willow during the taping of a Podcast  

https://open.spotify.com/show/5y8Y69j4Kyw1tgdZVx6ll4?si=_l45BHcLSVyhOiQ8iHOfkQ&dl_branch=1
https://open.spotify.com/show/5y8Y69j4Kyw1tgdZVx6ll4?si=_l45BHcLSVyhOiQ8iHOfkQ&dl_branch=1
https://www.facebook.com/AmherstburgFreedom/videos/303996634742947/?__tn__=-UK*F
https://www.facebook.com/AmherstburgFreedom/videos/303996634742947/?__tn__=-UK*F
https://amherstburgfreedom.org/events-fb-live/
https://amherstburgfreedom.org/events-fb-live/
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Congratulations to Dennis Smith! 

  

Artist Dennis Smith’s Covid Line-ups was awarded second place in the 
WFCU 2020 Art Composition and took second place in the 2021 Paint On-
tario Art Exhibition and Sale. 

Judge’s comment: “Covid Line-ups” by Dennis Smith of LaSalle “It is a 
painting depicting the times we have been living in by a socially distanced 
line up, Canadian in feeling with its patient people. Perfectly framed with 
individual well-conceived portraits framed together to form the line and giv-
ing the feeling of being alone, together.” 

Artist statement about Covid Line-ups 

Art awaits a response as it awakens and releases one’s memories. It’s 
those shared memories or combined encounters that unite us. Oft times it 
is the imagery that transports us to another place and time, or art will stop 
us long enough to appreciate the simple things in life. Covid Line-ups was 
created in response to record our current climate of restrictions, fear, so-
cial and physical division.  

As an artist, I understand that from the beginning mankind has document-
ed and encompassed a philosophy for living through the creative dialogue 
of art. Most of my paintings are narratives around the subjects of music, 
local landscapes, and lately historical chapters in our history, this painting 
is one of the latter. It has been said by many who have viewed my work 
that my paintings convey a sense of serenity that draws them in and al-
lows them to connect emotionally and uncover their own story within it. I 
wanted the viewer to connect in a different way, not with the aesthetics of 
the image but with the unsettling message of detachment, isolation, and 
apprehension that it was meant to evoke. 



 

Check out our Giftshop! 

We’ve added new items to our 

online giftshop! There is a great 

selection of books for kids and 

adults, games, and postcards, plus 

AFM merchandise like t-shirts, bag 

tags, pens, mugs and masks. To 

view our gift shop, click 

https://amherstburg-freedom-

museum.myshopify.com/ 

 
 

A Call for Board Directors & Fundraising Committee Members  
 

Attention Community Members! Are 
you looking for a great way to give 
back to your community? We have a 
great opportunity for you! The 
Amherstburg Freedom Museum is 
looking to take on more Board 
Directors and/or those interested in 
being on our Fundraising Committee. 
To apply, contact 
curator@amherstburgfreedom.org  

 
Thank You Charitable Gaming Windsor and Paradise Gaming 

Amherstburg Freedom Museum would like to extend 
our heartfelt thanks to Charitable Gaming Windsor 
and  Paradise Gaming Centre for their continued 
support. Throughout the years, they have helped us 
keep the Museum open and running, and allowed for 
us to continue to offer our programming  
throughout the pandemic. Thank you!  

https://amherstburg-freedom-museum.myshopify.com/
https://amherstburg-freedom-museum.myshopify.com/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/amherstburg?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUY7BmUWG9ZWPImCZIsI9lIdOXp7wThfMu7blEHd-jPcIC5Umx8eXdOm2g06zDOv4SzdEfks4vmAXMSJuVPgsAySQJv06ST9PS6X2Q-RDnn-S3cyP9DcZ8U9GoUmmCt-lPmN7zpsuywsJFMboOqycupvjwO5ykz_qgMKIH9fZ_SznVSPgVdNxOfW986o


Subscribe Today! 

 
 

Give a Gift, and Preserve History!  

Donate to help us to preserve, protect, and display historic 

treasures. Every gift is tax-deducible in Canada or the 

United States. 

 

General subscriber benefits include:  

Unlimited 1 year free admissions, Invitation to preview 

exhibition openings, 10% off all items in museum store 

and name listed in monthly newsletter (with 

permission), introduction to genealogy research library. 

 

$20    Seniors (age 65+) 

 

$25    Students (age 5-22) 

 

$35    Adults (age 23-64) 

 

$120  Family (family of 5)   

 

$100 to $499 SUPPORTER  

All the above plus a beautiful Certificate of subscription, 

suitable for framing, that recognizes your participation 

as a Member. 

 

$500 to $999 CONTRIBUTOR  

All the above plus an invitation to one special event, 

one exhibition opening or subscriber-only event. 

 

$10,000+ Legacy 

All the above plus recognition on Museum's Donor Wall.  

Plus two tickets to all events and recognition on our 

social media pages. 

 
A registered charitable organization in Canada and the 

United States. 

 

 

 

 

It all starts with a subscription… 

Become a subscriber today! 

Primary member name: 

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr.        Birthday 

   

Second member name: 

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr.         Birthday 

 

Mailing address: 

City:   Province/State   

Postal code:  

Home phone:    Cell/business phone: 

 

Email address: 

 

Payment information 

Total subscriber dues $ 

Annual Fund donation: $ 

Total $ 

Check #    Check date 

Payable to Amherstburg Freedom Museum 

 

Card # 

Expiration date  Security code 

Signature 

Thank you for your support! 



 
Our Supporters 

 
Gerard Aching 
Nancy Allen 
Gayle Allinotte 
Kit Andres 
Elsie Bishop 
Charlie Bray 
Joan (Trisha) Bray    
Janisse Browning-Miller 
Shantelle Browning Morgan 
Janet Burch 
Terryll Chase 
Marlene Crepp 
Debi Croucher 
Irene Moore-Davis 
Lloyd Dean 
Helen Geddes 
Leroy Gray 
Locketa Gray 
Janice Harris 
Edith Helm 
Ute Hertel 
Raquel Hurst 
Hallee Hurst 
Ivy Johnson 
Milo Johnson 
Sheila Johnson 
Thomas Karle 
Carol Laforet 
Dileana Larkin 
Lois Larkin 
Brian Lennie 
Richard B. Leveque 
Florence Logan 
Linda Logan 
Wayne Logan 
Hazel MacDonald 
Connie Mathieson 
Tim McAllister 
Violet McAllister 
Cleata Morris 
Reuben Munday 
Colleen Peddie 
Richard  Peddie 
Shirley Pulley 
Colleen Reid 
Joyce Robbins 
Carolyne Rourke 
Donna Scott 
Claudia  Shreve Allen 
Frank Simone 
Allen Simpson 
Norma Sutherland 
Marilyn Sutton 
Mable Thomas 

To renew your subscription or to make a donation, please 

call the Museum at 519-736-5433. Subscription dues  and 

donations support exhibitions and the daily expenses of 

operating the Museum. Whether you visit once a month or a 

few times over the year, you enjoy the benefits of 

subscription and your support helps to ensure that this 

incredible Museum will remain a vital source of history, 

culture and inspiration for generations to come. 

Harlis Thompson 
Sharon Thompson Anderson 
Anastasia Timakis 
Rebecca Underwood 
Janet Willoughby 
Debora Wynn 

Group Subscriptions:  

Caesars Windsor  
Distinguished Women of International Services  
Hour-A-Day Study Club 
James H. Sutton Funeral Home 
Meloche’s No Frills 
 
Family Subscriptions: 
Bridgen, Ruth and Sam  
Dipasquale Family 
Gbadamosi Family: 
 Babatunde, Mojisola, Oiuwadamilola,  
Goldin Family: 
 Harold, Shirley, Ephraim, Malique, Phyllis Oppen 
Hurst Family: 
Maynard, Marva and Monique Hurst 
Taylor Family: 
Ronald Taylor, Judith Taylor, Andrea Taylor-Butts, Tim Taylor,  

Ristic Family: 
Cari-Lynn, Goran, Isabella, and Matteo 

White Family: 

Gary, Leticia, Karen, Janet, Christopher, Steffanie 

In Memoriam 

Anna Louella (Talbot) White - In Loving Memory - Your Son, 

Gary L. White ($250 donation) 

Contributor Subscription ($500)                    

Wanda Juricic                                                                        


