
Wilson Family History Part 4 – “chef on a big Steel Trust steamer” 

Now that we have discussed Lillian, Grace, Albert T., Rebecca and William, we will 

move forward with Simon Peter, Cornelius, Norman, Ira, Washington, Arkard, and Norval. 

Simon Peter married Arabella Adams, daughter of William H. and Laura Adams, on December 

23, 1911 in Amherstburg. According to the Amherstburg Echo “A pretty wedding took place at 

the Baptist parsonage Saturday evening, December 23rd, when Miss Belle Adams, fourth 

daughter of William Adams, and Simon Wilson, third son of Albert Wilson, were made man and 

wife, the Rev. Allen Peavey officiating. The happy couple have taken up housekeeping on King 

Street. They received many beautiful presents. Mr. Wilson is chef on a big Steel Trust steamer.” 

The 1921 Census lists Simon and Arabella with their daughter Lena. 

Simon Peter’s brother Cornelius (Neil) married Viola Nettie Bowe and lived in 

Amherstburg, then Colchester Township. Cornelius purchased land on the 4th Concession and 

Drummond Road. According to Cornelius’ obituary, he and Viola’s children included 

“Lawrence, Carter of Amherstburg; Earl, Windsor; Ellwood, Carl, Harrow; Waunetta Townes 

[sic] of Amherstburg; Grace Baylis, Hazel Baylis, Nettie Taylor, Naomi Ennis, Gwendolyn 

Manners of Harrow; Dorothy Esenault of Windsor; Mable Price of Pontiac. Predeceased by 

Orville (1920); Rhoda (1953), Floyd (1970). Step Father of Bev, Brenda, Vernetta, Audrey, 

Elwin Wilson, Kenneth and Robert Day, all of Windsor.” 

The next child of Albert and Margaret Wilson is Norman George who was born on 

January 22, 1894 in Amherstburg. Norman married Ethel McDowell. According to the 1901 

Census, Ethel was the daughter of Sim (Simeon) and Emma McDowell. The 1891 and 1901 

Censuses also list Ethel’s siblings: Myrtle, Alonzo, John, Benjamin, Simion, Emma Jane, 

Raymond and Samuel. The 1921 Census for Norman and Ethel lists their children Alva, 



Margaret, Marietta, Arnold and Herman. Also found was a death record for June, the daughter of 

Norman and Ethel, who sadly passed at 9 months old on January 19, 1926 in Toronto. 

Norman’s brother Arkard married Lillian Bow and the 1921 Census for Amherstburg lists 

Arkard and Lillian with their children Elmer, Frederick, and Norvell. Arkard’s brother Ira 

married Vera Byron, the daughter of John Henry Byron and Rosa Taylor, on November 9, 1927. 

According to their marriage record, Ira worked as a Mason and Vera was a Domestic. 

Additionally, Vera was born on October 7, 1909 in Colchester. Ira and Vera had at least fourteen 

children. According to the book New Canaan “Ira was a very well-liked and active resident of 

Colchester and often attended council meetings to further the position of farmers’ concerns about 

drainage in the area. He and his wife were faithful members of, first Mount Calvary C.O.G.I.C., 

and later St. Mark’s Church of Colchester.” 

There was no information for Ira’s brother Washington, but there were several available 

documents for Norval. According to records from the Museum’s family history collection, 

Norval married Doris Goode, the daughter of Frank Elwood Goode and Lenora May DeBaptiste. 

According to the October 1986 obituary for Doris Iona Wilson, her husband, the Reverend 

Norval Wilson passed in 1974. It also states that Doris was the “Beloved mother of Mrs. Velma 

Warren, Detroit; Mrs. Janet Harris, Mrs. Lenora Mulder, Norvel Wilson Jr., Paul E. Wilson, Mrs. 

Nancy Cox, Duane Wilson, all of Windsor; Harold Wilson of Harrow; and Philip of Coombs, 

B.C.; Mrs. Cheryl Shelby, Windsor. 33 grandchildren & 13 great-grandchildren. Foster mother 

of the Howard Mulder Sr. family of Harrow. Mrs. Wilson was a member of the Harrison 

Memorial Church of God in Christ.” 



What we publish is not a complete history of any family and is based on the 

documents that are available. We welcome photos and information to fill in the gaps.  See 

you next week where we will celebrate another amazing family. 

 


