“among the early settlers of Amherstburg” - The Thomas Family- Part 4

George and Maria’s only daughter was Mary Almede Thomas who was born in November 1863
in Anderdon Township and lived there for 75 years. She married twice: first to George Douglas
McCurdy, son of Nasa McCurdy and Permelia Bailey, in 1884 and then to Fred H.A. Davis, son
of Nancy Jane Mitchell and Delos Davis, in April 1913. Mary was a member of the BME Church
in Amherstburg and the Ruth Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star. She had two sons named
Leroy McCurdy of White Plains, New York (b. December 12, 1885 and m. Evelyn Foster) and
George D. McCurdy (b. September 7, 1890) of Amherstburg who married Laura Adams, the
daughter of William H. Adams and Laura Holten, in December 1910. Mary also had a daughter,
Mabel Edith, who was born on March 24, 1888. Mabel married Jerome Simpson in June 1905 in
Ambherstburg and they were the parents of Melvin Mac Simpson, who founded the Amherstburg
Freedom Museum, formerly the North American Black Historical Museum, with his wife Betty.
Jerome and Mabel had several children in addition to Melvin, including Dorothy (b. August 19,
1905 and m. John Dwelle); Wilfred (b. November 27, 1906 and m. Odessa Campbell); Everett
(b. January 26, 1910 and m. Dorothy Williams); Corinne (b. February 12, 1912 and m. Vincent
Bryant); Sheldon, and Kathleen (b. May 10, 1914) who married Burton H. Clemens, an electrical
engineer from California and the son of Isaiah Clemens, on June 10, 1948. At the ceremony,
Kathleen’s brother, Melvin, sang the song “Because” and Kathleen wore a pastel pink silk jersey
gown. Her veil had pink rosebuds on it and she also wore a corsage with pink tea roses. Kathleen

and Burton married under a white canopy with ferns and roses in the background.



