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About Us
Welcome to the The Amherstburg Freedom
Board Yolanda! Museum is a curated archive

that preserves and shares
Amherstburg’s stories of the
Underground Railroad, and

the compassion and
No. 2 . solidarity it took to make this
Construction )
Battalion Essay network possible.
Contest

277 King Street,
Ambherstburg, ON N9V 2C7
Phone: 519-736-5433
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Welcome Yolanda!

The Amherstburg
Freedom Museum is

newest Board Direc-
tor, Yolanda Holder.
She holds a B.A. in An-
thropology from
Wayne State Universi-
ty, and J.D. from the
University of Detroit
Mercy.

Yolanda is the Chief of
Staff at the Charles H.

rican American Histo-
ry in Detroit. She
joined the Charles H.
Wright Museum in
2014 and served as the Executive Assistant for the last three
Presidents and CEOs for the Museum. Prior to that, Yolanda
was a Wayne County Deputy Clerk and worked as a Third Cir-
cuit Court Clerk in the Criminal Division. Yolanda is passionate
about supporting non-profit organizations and supports the
Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History, First
Books, Michigan Humane, NAACP, and Susan G. Komen for
the cure to name a few.

Yolanda is active in the local community and has served as a
Precinct Delegate for the Michigan Democratic Government.
She also serves on the Board of Directors for The Betts Foun-
dation. Welcome Yolanda!

The Talking Drum

The Talking Drum is published monthly by
the Amherstburg Freedom Museum.
Contributions, story ideas, suggestions and
feedback are always welcome. Please
contact Mary-Katherine Whelan at
curator@amherstburgfreedom.org

277 King Street,
Amherstburg, ON N9V 2C7
519-736-5433 or
800-713-6336 toll free
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Monty Logan, President

Barbara Porter,
Vice- President

Sheneese Johnson,
Treasurer

Bonita Seecharan,
Secretary

Philip H. Alexander,
Director

J. Trisha Bray, Director

Yolanda Holder, Director

Dr. Barbara Hughes Smith,

Director

Dr. Brenda McCurdy,
Director

Marcia Pivotte,
Director

Cari-Lynn Ristic, Director
STAFF

Dr. Lorene Bridgen-Lennie,
Assistant Curator

Mary-Katherine Whelan,
Curator/Manager of
Collections and Research
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No. 2 Construction Battalion Essay Contest
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During this year’'s Ribs & Ragtime event on June 11, 2022, The
Amherstburg Freedom Museum will honor the No. 2
Construction Battalion.

In recognition of the only all-Black unit in Canadian military
history, we are inviting youth, 12 - 20 years of age, to
participate in an essay contest sharing the history of the
Battalion and its impact on Canada.

The Contest Winner will Receive:
- Two (2) Free Tickets to Ribs and Ragtime
- An opportunity to share their essay at the event
- $100 Amazon Gift Card

Submit entries by April 30th to:
el curator@amherstburgfreedom.org




From Actor to Activist

|
Join us on Thursday, April 7th at 2pm for our next Black History Series Presentation “From Actor To Activist”

with Anthony Sherwood, the Director of Honour Before Glory. To join, go to ow.ly/6xGH50IjRIK

reeeoon " "FROM ACTOR
wosts [0 AGTIVIST®

A PRESENTATION BY ACTOR AND DIRECTOR
OF ' HONOUR BEFORE GLORY'
ANTHONY SHERWOOD

HAPPENING
THURSDAY, APRIL 17
@ 2PM

TO JOIN, GO TO
HTTP://OW.LY/6XG
H50IJRLK



https://t.co/ULEsbC0W1L
ow.ly/6xGH50IjRlK

Chloe Cooley Heritage Minute

On February 22, 2022, OYA Media
Group debuted the Chloe Cooley
Heritage Minute, produced in
partnership with Historica Canada.
This first ever Canadian heritage
content depicting and acknowledging
slavery in Canada, tells the story of
Chloe Cooley who was owned by the
Vrooman family in former Upper
Canada, now South Western Ontario.

This important and under known » ‘ ‘ ‘ i
moment of Canadian history is based * MEDIA ; ‘ ‘L B
on witness accounts, and recreates @ A GRS’ b \;

the heinous instance of Cooley’s violent, forcible sale by the Vrooman family, who, enlisting the
help of friends, violently and brazenly took Cooley, physically confined and screaming, to New York
State for sale, via the Niagara River. The legacy of Chloe Cooley’s experience contributed to the Act
to Limit Slavery in Upper Canada (1793).

In this inaugural Black woman directed Canadian Heritage Moment, OYA Media Group pays tribute
to Chloe Cooley, and the many Black Canadians who suffered for years under Canada’s participation
in the Transatlantic Slave Trade.

Credits:

Chloe Cooley - Olivia Barrett

Peter Martin — Troy Crossfield

Adam Vrooman - Peter Valdron

End Narration - English — The Hon. Jean
Augustine

End Narration - French - Michaélle Jean
Director — Alison Duke

Director of Photography — Lucas Joseph

Editor: Sonia Godding Togobo
Composer — Orin Isaacs To watch the Chloe c00|ey Heritage Minute, goto

Written by — Naledi Jackson https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cLPMINSQjOg
Story Editor — Alison Duke

Casting - Julie Fitzsimmons, CDC

Producers — Ngardy Conteh George &

Alison Duke

Produced by OYA Media Group

| will never be a slave.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cLPMlNSQjOg

Quilt of Valour

Do you know of any living Black
Veterans who served in WWII?

< They may be entitled to a Quilt of
Valour in recognition of their
service. For more details, please
contact the Amherstburg Freedom
-4 Museum, 519-736-5433.

A Call for Board Directors & Fundraising Committee Members

| Attention Community Members! Are you
looking for a great way to give back to
7 éyour community? We have a great

-+ opportunity for you! The Amherstburg
¥ _ Freedom Museum is looking to take on
_ Jmore Board Directors and/or those
E interested in being on our Fundraising
£ Committee. To apply, contact
curator@ambherstburgfreedom.org

Thank you Charitable Gaming Windsor and Paradise Gaming
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Ambherstburg Freedom Museum would like to extend
our heartfelt thanks to Charitable Gaming Windsor
and Paradise Gaming Centre for their continued
support. Throughout the years, they have helped us
keep the Museum open and running, and allowed for
us to continue to offer our programming

throughout the pandemic. Thank you!

Charitable G,
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4
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"'Unify Good.
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/amherstburg?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUY7BmUWG9ZWPImCZIsI9lIdOXp7wThfMu7blEHd-jPcIC5Umx8eXdOm2g06zDOv4SzdEfks4vmAXMSJuVPgsAySQJv06ST9PS6X2Q-RDnn-S3cyP9DcZ8U9GoUmmCt-lPmN7zpsuywsJFMboOqycupvjwO5ykz_qgMKIH9fZ_SznVSPgVdNxOfW986o

Subscribe Today!

AMHERSTBURG
FREEDOM MUSEUM

Black History - universal ingpiration

Give a Gift, and Preserve History!

Donate to help us to preserve, protect, and display historic
treasures. Every gift is tax-deducible in Canada or the

United States.

General subscriber benefits include:

Unlimited 1 year free admissions, Invitation to preview
exhibition openings, 10% off all items in museum store

and name listed in monthly newsletter (with

permission), introduction to genealogy research library.

$20 Seniors (age 65+)

$25 Students (age 5-22)

$35 Adults (age 23-64)

$120 Family (family of 5)

$100 to $499 SUPPORTER

All the above plus a beautiful Certificate of subscription,
suitable for framing, that recognizes your participation

as a Member.

$500 to $999 CONTRIBUTOR

All the above plus an invitation to one special event,
one exhibition opening or subscriber-only event.

$10,000+ Legacy

All the above plus recognition on Museum's Donor Wall.
Plus two tickets to all events and recognition on our

social media pages.

000

A registered charitable organization in Canada and the

United States.

It all starts with a subscription...
Become a subscriber today!

Primary member name:

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr. Birthday

Second member name:

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr. Birthday

Mailing address:

City: Province/State
Postal code:
Home phone: Cell/business phone:

Email address:

Payment information

Total subscriber dues $

Annual Fund donation: $

Total $

Check#____ Check date

Payable to Amherstburg Freedom Museum

B e B

Card #

Expiration date Security code

Signature

Thank you for your support!



Our Supporters

Gerard Aching
Nancy Allen

Gayle Allinotte

Kit Andres

Elsie Bishop
Charlie Bray

Joan (Trisha) Bray

Janisse Browning-Miller
Shantelle Browning Morgan

Janet Burch
Terryll Chase
Marlene Crepp
Debi Croucher
Irene Moore-Davis
Lloyd Dean
Helen Geddes
Leroy Gray
Locketa Gray
Mary Habib
Janice Harris
Edith Helm

Ute Hertel
Raquel Hurst
Hallee Hurst
Judy Jackson

Ivy Johnson

Milo Johnson
Sheila Johnson
Thomas Karle
Carol Laforet
Dileana Larkin
Lois Larkin

Brian Lennie
Richard B. Leveque
Florence Logan
Linda Logan
Wayne Logan
Hazel MacDonald
Connie Mathieson
Tim McAllister
Violet McAllister
Cleata Morris
Reuben Munday
Colleen Peddie
Richard Peddie

Norma Sutherland

Marilyn Sutton

Mable Thomas

Harlis Thompson

Sharon Thompson Anderson
Anastasia Timakis

Rebecca Underwood

Janet Willoughby

Debora Wynn

Group Subscriptions:

Caesars Windsor

Distinguished Women of International Services
Hour-A-Day Study Club

James H. Sutton Funeral Home

Detroit Memorial Park Association Inc.

Family Subscriptions:
Bridgen, Ruth and Sam

Dipasquale Family
Gbadamosi Family:
Babatunde, Mojisola, Oiuwadamilola,
Goldin Family:
Harold, Shirley, Ephraim, Malique, Phyllis Oppen
Hurst Family:
Maynard, Marva and Monique Hurst
Taylor Family:
Ronald Taylor, Judith Taylor, Andrea Taylor-Butts, Tim Taylor,
Ristic Family:
Cari-Lynn, Goran, Isabella, and Matteo
White Family:
Gary, Leticia, Karen, Janet, Christopher, Steffanie

Contributor Subscription ($500)

Wanda Juricic
In Memoriam

Anna Louella (Talbot) White - In Loving Memory - Your Son,
Gary L. White ($250 donation)

Shirley Pulley To renew your subscription or to make a donation, please call the
Colleen Reid Museum at 519-736-5433. Subscription dues and donations

Joyce Robbins o ) .
Carolyne Rourke support exhibitions and the daily expenses of operating the

Donna Scott Museum. Whether you visit once a month or a few times over the
Claudia Shreve Allen . . . .-

Frank Simone year, you enjoy the benefits of subscription and your support
Allen Simpson helps to ensure that this incredible Museum will remain a vital

source of history, culture and inspiration for generations to come.



