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The Talking Drum 

The Talking Drum is published monthly by   
the Amherstburg Freedom Museum. 

Contributions, story ideas, suggestions and 
feedback are always welcome. Please 

contact Mary-Katherine Whelan at 
curator@amherstburgfreedom.org 

 

277 King Street,  
Amherstburg, ON  N9V 2C7           

519-736-5433 or  
800-713-6336 toll free 
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No. 2 Construction Battalion Apology  

On July 9th, 2022 in Truro, Nova Scotia, the Federal 
Government, represented by Prime Minister Justin Tru-
deau, apologized to members of the No. 2 Construction 
Battalion (Canada's only all-Black military Battalion) for 
the racism that they experienced while serving in WWI. 
In the audience were descendants of the men who 
served in the Battalion, including Amherstburg Freedom 
Museum Board Vice President Barbara Porter. Her 
grandfather Alfred Augustus Tudor and two of her great 
uncles served in the Battalion so it was a very special 
day for her. Barbara was accompanied by AFM Board 
Secretary Bonita Seecharan, Shelly Davis and Gladys 
Hicks. As a descendant of a member of the No. 2 Con-
struction Battalion, Barbara also received a commemo-
rative medal in recognition of the apology. The group al-
so got to meet Senator Wanda Thomas Bernard! Barba-
ra said “I was moved by the apology done by the Prime 
Minister and felt he was sincere when delivering it, but 
actions will speak louder than words.”    

Shelly, Gladys, Senator Wanda Thomas Bernard, 

Barbara, Bonita 



 

Say Hello to our Canada Summer Jobs Employees! 

Hi! My name is Nicole Maxey and this is my second summer working at the Amherstburg 
Freedom Museum. I am going into my second year at Carleton University studying computer 
science. Next year I will be living in a first year residence building at Carleton as a Resident 
Assistant to help students with the transition into university and living away from home for, 
possibly, the first time ever. I will be there to create a community with the residents on my 
floor and to be a friendly face that they can talk to about anything. I wanted to come back to 
the museum again because I had such a good experience last summer. I am always looking to 
improve skills such as public speaking, and this job provides the perfect opportunities to do 
that. There is also so much more to be learned about the history of Amherstburg and African-
Canadians’ journeys into Canada. I am working here at the museum to help preserve the 
history of this town. I want the generations after me to have the same opportunities that I had 

to learn about this important information. 
 
Hi, my name is Anna. I am 20 years old, and I am currently studying Electrical Engineering at 
Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia. I have been happily involved with Windsor’s 
multiculturalism for several years; throughout high school, I loved to help organise 
Assumption’s annual Multicultural Festival. I have also been doing Scottish Highland Dance 
since 2007 and German Dance with the Teutonia Youth Group since 2019, so I have also been 
quite involved with Windsor’s Carrousel of the Nations. 
I became interested in working at the Amherstburg Freedom Museum because my older sister 
worked here a few years ago and because of an experience I had earlier this year. In mid-May, 
my family came to visit me in Halifax; together, we visited Pier 21 to look for my family’s 
immigration records. Given that my family tends not to talk too much about our history, I 
quickly came to the realisation that if my grandmother had not been with us to provide family 
names and other pertinent information, we would not have been able to find any of the 

records we were looking for, and this part of my family history may have been lost to us forever. This is why I 
wanted to work at the museum; Windsor-Essex County has such a rich history with respect to the 
Underground Railroad, but there are many stories that could have been lost without the help of the 
museum. I want to help keep these stories alive, and I also like being able to learn about Amherstburg’s 
history in an interactive way.  

 
Hello everyone! I am Howard Kuo, and I am a Museum Cataloguer here at the Amherstburg 
Freedom Museum for the summer of 2022. I am an undergraduate student currently double-
majoring in History and Classics at the University of Toronto, where I am going into my fourth 
and final year of studies. To study history and fully come to understand the past in order to 
learn from it is a passion of mine and my most important priority when working in the 
museum archives. Although I am not a native of Amherstburg, having lived first in LaSalle and 
then Belle River, I hope to really get to know the local community, heritage, and traditions 
better over the course of these summer months. Some of my hobbies include playing chess, 
reading novels, watching movies, and listening to music. You can usually find me in the 
basement working in the archives, but sometimes I will be at the front desk to greet and lead 
tours as well. It is a pleasure to meet you all! 



 

Emancipation Celebration 

Happening Friday, July 29th, 2022 - Emancipation Celebration!  
 

https://e.givesmart.com/s/:Ko6waO_GjC3/e/rHo/


 

Black Council of Windsor Essex Hosts Emancipation Jubilee 

The Black Council of Windsor Essex is hosting an Emancipation Jubilee the weekend of 
July 30th-August 1st. For more information, go to http://tbcwe.com/EMANCIPATION/ 
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Celebrating Emancipation in the Classroom 

Join the Amherstburg 

Freedom Museum on August 

4th as we host a presentation 

by Shantelle Browning 

Morgan and Catherine 

McDonald titled “Jackson 

Park Project: Celebrating 

Emancipation in the 

Classroom.” They will be 

sharing highlights from their 

grade 10 history curriculum 

project which focuses on the 

Black community in Windsor, 

Civil Rights, Black Excellence, 

Progress and Resilience 

through the lens of the 

Emancipation Day 

Celebrations in Jackson Park.  

To join, http://ow.ly/

ZsC950JQVkT  

Thank you Charitable Gaming Windsor and Paradise Gaming Centre 
 
Amherstburg Freedom Museum would like to extend 
our heartfelt thanks to Charitable Gaming Windsor 
and  Paradise Gaming Centre for their continued 
support. Throughout the years, they have helped us 
keep the Museum open and running, and allowed for 
us to continue to offer our programming throughout the 
pandemic. Thank you!  

http://ow.ly/ZsC950JQVkT
http://ow.ly/ZsC950JQVkT
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/amherstburg?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUY7BmUWG9ZWPImCZIsI9lIdOXp7wThfMu7blEHd-jPcIC5Umx8eXdOm2g06zDOv4SzdEfks4vmAXMSJuVPgsAySQJv06ST9PS6X2Q-RDnn-S3cyP9DcZ8U9GoUmmCt-lPmN7zpsuywsJFMboOqycupvjwO5ykz_qgMKIH9fZ_SznVSPgVdNxOfW986o


Subscribe Today! 

 
 

Give a Gift, and Preserve History!  

Donate to help us to preserve, protect, and display historic 

treasures. Every gift is tax-deducible in Canada or the 

United States. 

 

General subscriber benefits include:  

Unlimited 1 year free admissions, Invitation to preview 

exhibition openings, 10% off all items in museum store 

and name listed in monthly newsletter (with 

permission), introduction to genealogy research library. 

 

$20    Seniors (age 65+) 

 

$25    Students (age 5-22) 

 

$35    Adults (age 23-64) 

 

$120  Family (family of 5)   

 

$100 to $499 SUPPORTER  

All the above plus a beautiful Certificate of subscription, 

suitable for framing, that recognizes your participation 

as a Member. 

 

$500 to $999 CONTRIBUTOR  

All the above plus an invitation to one special event, 

one exhibition opening or subscriber-only event. 

 

$10,000+ Legacy 

All the above plus recognition on Museum's Donor Wall.  

Plus two tickets to all events and recognition on our 

social media pages. 

 
A registered charitable organization in Canada and the 

United States. 

 

 

 

 

It all starts with a subscription… 

Become a subscriber today! 

Primary member name: 

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr.        Birthday 

   

Second member name: 

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr.         Birthday 

 

Mailing address: 

City:   Province/State   

Postal code:  

Home phone:    Cell/business phone: 

 

Email address: 

 

Payment information 

Total subscriber dues $ 

Annual Fund donation: $ 

Total $ 

Check #    Check date 

Payable to Amherstburg Freedom Museum 

 

Card # 

Expiration date  Security code 

Signature 

Thank you for your support! 



 
Our Supporters 

 
Gerard Aching 
Nancy Allen 
Gayle Allinotte 
Kit Andres 
Elsie Bishop 
Charlie Bray 
Joan (Trisha) Bray    
Janisse Browning-Miller 
Shantelle Browning Morgan 
Janet Burch 
Terryll Chase 
Marlene Crepp 
Debi Croucher 
Irene Moore-Davis 
Lloyd Dean 
Helen Geddes 
Leroy Gray 
Locketa Gray 
Mary Habib 
Janice Harris 
Edith Helm 
Ute Hertel 
Raquel Hurst 
Hallee Hurst 
Judy Jackson 
Ivy Johnson 
Milo Johnson 
Sheila Johnson 
Thomas Karle 
Carol Laforet 
Dileana Larkin 
Lois Larkin 
Brian Lennie 
Richard B. Leveque 
Florence Logan 
Linda Logan 
Wayne Logan 
Hazel MacDonald 
Connie Mathieson 
Tim McAllister 
Violet McAllister 
Cleata Morris 
Reuben Munday 
Colleen Peddie 
Richard  Peddie 
Shirley Pulley 
Colleen Reid 
Joyce Robbins 
Carolyne Rourke 
Donna Scott 
Claudia  Shreve Allen 
Frank Simone 
Allen Simpson 
 

To renew your subscription or to make a donation, please call the 

Museum at 519-736-5433. Subscription dues  and donations 

support exhibitions and the daily expenses of operating the 

Museum. Whether you visit once a month or a few times over the 

year, you enjoy the benefits of subscription and your support 

helps to ensure that this incredible Museum will remain a vital 

source of history, culture and inspiration for generations to come. 

Norma Sutherland 
Marilyn Sutton 
Mable Thomas 
Harlis Thompson 
Sharon Thompson Anderson 
Anastasia Timakis 
Rebecca Underwood 
Janet Willoughby 
Debora Wynn 

Group Subscriptions:  

Caesars Windsor  
Distinguished Women of International Services  
Hour-A-Day Study Club 
James H. Sutton Funeral Home 
Detroit Memorial Park Association Inc. 
 
Family Subscriptions: 
Bridgen, Ruth and Sam  
Dipasquale Family 
Gbadamosi Family: 
 Babatunde, Mojisola, Oiuwadamilola,  
Goldin Family: 
 Harold, Shirley, Ephraim, Malique, Phyllis Oppen 
Hurst Family: 
Maynard, Marva and Monique Hurst 
Taylor Family: 
Ronald Taylor, Judith Taylor, Andrea Taylor-Butts, Tim Taylor,  

Ristic Family: 
Cari-Lynn, Goran, Isabella, and Matteo 

White Family: 

Gary, Leticia, Karen, Janet, Christopher, Steffanie 

In Memoriam 

Anna Louella (Talbot) White - In Loving Memory - Your Son, 

Gary L. White ($250 donation) 

Contributor Subscription ($500)        

Wanda Juricic                                                                        


