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A Tribute to Curtis Scott 

On June 10, 2022, Amherstburg Free-
dom Museum supporter and friend, 
Curtis Scott passed away. We are 
sending our condolences to the family 
and friends of Curtis. As a tribute, we 
are reprinting an interview that AFM 
Assistant Curator, Dr. Lorene Bridgen-
Lennie, conducted in 2019. 
 
2019 Interview 
Recently, we were lucky enough to 

speak with local singer, songwriter and 

producer, Curtis E. Scott who was born in Windsor. He grew up on 

Windsor Avenue where, he said, people from all different backgrounds 

lived and everyone took care of each other.  He said “It was a commu-

nity within a community.“  When Curtis was 10 years old, he and his 

family moved to St. Catharines, but Curtis returned to Windsor at the 

age of 20.   

As a singer, songwriter and producer, Curtis wears many hats.  When 

asked what role he enjoys the most, he said he loves all three, for 

different reasons.  Curtis has always loved singing, even though he 

does not consider himself to be an extraordinary singer, but he says 

that if he can spread a message, it’s all worth it.  “It’s more about the 

message,” he said.  Curtis started singing at the age of 5 at Tanner 

A.M.E. Church in Windsor and was chosen as a soloist in the choir, but 

his love of music moved more toward playing instruments such as the 

guitar and piano.  A self-taught musician,  it was Curtis’ mother, Delia, 

who bought him his first guitar.  Curtis told his mother, if she bought 

him a guitar that he would never quit, and he kept his word.  He added 

that his mother was also a singer and she was always his biggest fan.  

According to Curtis, music producer Barry Gordie wanted to hire Delia, 

but her mother said no because she was too young.  When describing 

his mother, Curtis said that she was more of an entertainer than a  
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singer which is also how he describes himself.  
He believes that it is important to entertain 
people and that is what an audience wants to 
experience. There is a strong history of music 
in Curtis’ family and he says that in his family, 
“no matter where you go, you’re not getting 
away from music.” 
 
Curtis also loves  to write songs and says that 
this is his primary role.  He’s been writing 
poems since he was young and loves the 
thought of being creative.  He starts with a 
few lyrics not knowing if those lyrics will 
make it into the finished product, and 
stresses that it is important for you to be socially conscious of what is going on in your city and the 
world when thinking about the lyrics.  “Your words need to lift up the community.”  He takes his 
time when putting together a piece of music and because he is not owned by a record company, 
he doesn’t have to rush the process which allows him to ensure quality.  He wants his songs to be 
meaningful and to engage the audience with the message. He also wants his work to be original 
which is why he does not listen to the radio because he says it muddles your mind if you listen to 
other work. 
 
His third role is as a producer and he loves it because “you make something from scratch.  You 

conceive an idea, map it out by playing an instrument and then create something amazing.”  Curtis 

says that he’s never thought about doing anything  other than that and that his advantage is that 

he can play multiple instruments.  He adds that the best thing that you can do for a child is give 

them an instrument because the child will become a more well-rounded person. Curtis has never 

trained as a producer, but says he just knows what he likes, how something should be played and 

where and when to play it.   

Curtis loves all genres of music and says that is how you get an ear for music.  You are limited with 

only one type of music.  Curtis adds that he enjoys groups such as the Ohio Players just as much as 

he loves to listen to Led Zeppelin; Dolly Parton just as much as Natalie Cole, etc.  He says that 

living so close to Motown also influenced his musical career a lot, but he also found inspiration 

from groups like the Beatles.  According to Curtis, he sang the song “I Want To Hold Your Hand”  

on his porch at the top of his lungs.   



 

 

Curtis’ debut was in 2011 with his EP 
“Falling Again” and it included five songs 
and featured his cousin Rodney Jones.  
Curtis says that it took him a bit to perfect 
the songs and try them out.  “Falling 
Again” went to No. 2 on the UK charts and 
it was a show called Soul Discovery that 
introduced it to the public, which made it 
soar on the Indie charts. Each of his songs 
went to No. 1 in the Indie music world and 
he won 5 awards at the international Indie 
awards, including best R&B producer for 
Falling Again. He also won for best easy 

listening producer and best producer of the year.  Curtis says that he did not realize how good his 
songs were and he’s still stunned by the success.  He’s just happy the album was successful, but adds 
that the success scared him because it was something different and this was the moment he worked 
so hard for.   
 
When asked about who he wishes that he could work with, Curtis says that his dream came true when 
he worked with three-time Juno Award Winner, Liberty Silver on a song he wrote, entitled “My 
Desire.”  He approached Liberty Silver on Facebook, asking her to listen to his song and after a lot of 
asking, it eventually worked.  He’s admired her for a while and is grateful to her for singing his song.   
 
Curtis says that he has always had an unconventional approach and hears music that is totally 

different.  He says that you can read a million notes, but where’s the passion, where’s the story?  His 

unconventional approach has not stopped him despite the opinions of others.  While in the 9th grade, 

his music teacher said to him, “if you never take music again, I will pass you.”  His teacher did not 

understand how Curtis’ mind worked and it is a good thing that he was not discouraged.  He believes 

that “The only person that can stop you is you” and this advice has served him well because he has 

accomplished a lot and still has more to give.  He’s currently working on projects with Liberty Silver, 

James Baylis and Rodney Jones.   His hope is that Windsor opens up more to different music from 

persons of colour because there is no market for them in the city.  He wants more chances for youth 

so that they don’t have to go through what he went through, such as going to the US so that he could 

create and share his music. He wants the format to change because there are so many talented young 

people in this area and no one would know it because it’s hard to get your music played if you’re not 

in a specific genre like country or rock and roll.  If there is no opportunity, young people leave the area 

for a place that does offer something to them.   He doesn’t want the next local talent to be chased 

away and he is  trying to help the next generation of musicians however he can. 



 

Emancipation 

Happening Friday, July 29th—2022 Emancipation Celebration!  
For tickets, go to emancipation22.givesmart.com  

 

 

 

 

 

http://emancipation22.givesmart.com/
https://e.givesmart.com/events/r6k/


 

Photo Recap of Ribs and Ragtime! 

We had perfect weather for our Ribs and Ragtime Fundraiser today! Guests enjoyed a delicious meal from 
Car Barn and listened to the talented Renee King-Jackson and her band perform. The program also 
included our No. 2 Construction Battalion essay contest winner Ryan Malone reading his winning essay 
submission to our guests. Thank you to everyone who came out to support the museum and to our 
sponsors James H. Sutton Funeral Home, Gilligan’s Fire Grill, and Detroit Memorial Park Association! 
Additional thanks to Mayor Aldo DiCarlo, Amherstburg Town Councillors Patricia Simone, Don McArthur, 
and Michael Prue, and Essex MPP Anthony Leardi for attending. We also couldn't have done this event 
without our amazing volunteers and Board Directors. What a fantastic day!  
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Research Black History in Amherstburg 

Join us for “Researching Black History in Amherstburg: Resources at the 
Marsh Historical Collection.” To join, http://ow.ly/ZpwV50Jzsxp  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you Charitable Gaming Windsor and Paradise Gaming Centre 

 
Amherstburg Freedom Museum would like to extend our 
heartfelt thanks to Charitable Gaming Windsor and  
Paradise Gaming Centre for their continued support. 
Throughout the years, they have helped us keep the 
Museum open and running, and allowed for us to 
continue to offer our programming throughout the 
pandemic. Thank you!  

  

http://ow.ly/ZpwV50Jzsxp?fbclid=IwAR2jBBsd50NSxl5IkOGP2-XqUcZu3ZTF3BNSLTSoBTH7HJVALI7wXxCuKDU
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/amherstburg?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUY7BmUWG9ZWPImCZIsI9lIdOXp7wThfMu7blEHd-jPcIC5Umx8eXdOm2g06zDOv4SzdEfks4vmAXMSJuVPgsAySQJv06ST9PS6X2Q-RDnn-S3cyP9DcZ8U9GoUmmCt-lPmN7zpsuywsJFMboOqycupvjwO5ykz_qgMKIH9fZ_SznVSPgVdNxOfW986o


Subscribe Today! 

 
 

Give a Gift, and Preserve History!  

Donate to help us to preserve, protect, and display historic 

treasures. Every gift is tax-deducible in Canada or the 

United States. 

 

General subscriber benefits include:  

Unlimited 1 year free admissions, Invitation to preview 

exhibition openings, 10% off all items in museum store 

and name listed in monthly newsletter (with 

permission), introduction to genealogy research library. 

 

$20    Seniors (age 65+) 

 

$25    Students (age 5-22) 

 

$35    Adults (age 23-64) 

 

$120  Family (family of 5)   

 

$100 to $499 SUPPORTER  

All the above plus a beautiful Certificate of subscription, 

suitable for framing, that recognizes your participation 

as a Member. 

 

$500 to $999 CONTRIBUTOR  

All the above plus an invitation to one special event, 

one exhibition opening or subscriber-only event. 

 

$10,000+ Legacy 

All the above plus recognition on Museum's Donor Wall.  

Plus two tickets to all events and recognition on our 

social media pages. 

 
A registered charitable organization in Canada and the 

United States. 

 

 

 

 

It all starts with a subscription… 

Become a subscriber today! 

Primary member name: 

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr.        Birthday 

   

Second member name: 

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr.         Birthday 

 

Mailing address: 

City:   Province/State   

Postal code:  

Home phone:    Cell/business phone: 

 

Email address: 

 

Payment information 

Total subscriber dues $ 

Annual Fund donation: $ 

Total $ 

Check #    Check date 

Payable to Amherstburg Freedom Museum 

 

Card # 

Expiration date  Security code 

Signature 

Thank you for your support! 



 
Our Supporters 

 
Gerard Aching 
Nancy Allen 
Gayle Allinotte 
Kit Andres 
Elsie Bishop 
Charlie Bray 
Joan (Trisha) Bray    
Janisse Browning-Miller 
Shantelle Browning Morgan 
Janet Burch 
Terryll Chase 
Marlene Crepp 
Debi Croucher 
Irene Moore-Davis 
Lloyd Dean 
Helen Geddes 
Leroy Gray 
Locketa Gray 
Mary Habib 
Janice Harris 
Edith Helm 
Ute Hertel 
Raquel Hurst 
Hallee Hurst 
Judy Jackson 
Ivy Johnson 
Milo Johnson 
Sheila Johnson 
Thomas Karle 
Carol Laforet 
Dileana Larkin 
Lois Larkin 
Brian Lennie 
Richard B. Leveque 
Florence Logan 
Linda Logan 
Wayne Logan 
Hazel MacDonald 
Connie Mathieson 
Tim McAllister 
Violet McAllister 
Cleata Morris 
Reuben Munday 
Colleen Peddie 
Richard  Peddie 
Shirley Pulley 
Colleen Reid 
Joyce Robbins 
Carolyne Rourke 
Donna Scott 
Claudia  Shreve Allen 
Frank Simone 
Allen Simpson 
Maxine Starling-Strawder 

To renew your subscription or to make a donation, please call the 

Museum at 519-736-5433. Subscription dues  and donations 

support exhibitions and the daily expenses of operating the 

Museum. Whether you visit once a month or a few times over the 

year, you enjoy the benefits of subscription and your support 

helps to ensure that this incredible Museum will remain a vital 

source of history, culture and inspiration for generations to come. 

Norma Sutherland 
Marilyn Sutton 
Mable Thomas 
Harlis Thompson 
Sharon Thompson Anderson 
Anastasia Timakis 
Rebecca Underwood 
Janet Willoughby 
Debora Wynn 

Group Subscriptions:  

Caesars Windsor  
Distinguished Women of International Services  
Hour-A-Day Study Club 
James H. Sutton Funeral Home 
Detroit Memorial Park Association Inc. 
 
Family Subscriptions: 
Bridgen, Ruth and Sam  
Dipasquale Family 
Gbadamosi Family: 
 Babatunde, Mojisola, Oiuwadamilola,  
Goldin Family: 
 Harold, Shirley, Ephraim, Malique, Phyllis Oppen 
Hurst Family: 
Maynard, Marva and Monique Hurst 
Taylor Family: 
Ronald Taylor, Judith Taylor, Andrea Taylor-Butts, Tim Taylor,  

Ristic Family: 
Cari-Lynn, Goran, Isabella, and Matteo 

White Family: 

Gary, Leticia, Karen, Janet, Christopher, Steffanie 

In Memoriam 

Anna Louella (Talbot) White - In Loving Memory - Your Son, 

Gary L. White ($250 donation) 

Contributor Subscription ($500)        

Wanda Juricic                                                                        


