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The Talking Drum 

The Talking Drum is published monthly by   
the Amherstburg Freedom Museum. 

Contributions, story ideas, suggestions and 
feedback are always welcome. Please 

contact Mary-Katherine Whelan at 
curator@amherstburgfreedom.org 
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No. 2 Construction Battalion Photo Presentation to Legions 

In May, the Amherstburg 
Freedom Museum pre-
sented  photographs of 
the No. 2 Construction 
Battalion to two local 
branches of the Royal Ca-
nadian Legion. On May 
19th, AFM Board Presi-
dent Monty Logan pre-
sented Fort Malden 
Branch 157 with a photo-
graph and on May 26th, 
AFM Board Vice President 
Barbara Porter presented 
Branch 255 (Windsor) 
with a photo. We are also 
grateful to Branch 255 for 

generously donating $1,000 to the Museum! This is the 
2nd and 3rd photo presentation we’ve done. Can’t wait 
for the next. 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

On Saturday, May 
21st, AFM Board 
President Monty 
Logan represented 
the Museum at a 
roundtable 
meeting at the 
Gordon House with 

Lieutenant Governor of Ontario Elizabeth Dowdeswell. 
Monty had the opportunity to speak about the Museum. 



 

Ribs & Ragtime 

Happening Saturday, June 11th—Ribs and Ragtime! For tickets, go to  

http:\\www.randr2022.givesmart.com  
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://e.givesmart.com/events/r6k/
https://e.givesmart.com/events/r6k/
https://e.givesmart.com/events/r6k/
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Freedom Achievers Spotlight 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name: Thandiwe Baylis              

Age: 14 years            

Grade: 9 

Name: Paikea Baylis  

Age: 17 years      

Grade: 12 

School: Sandwich Secondary School                

Hometown: LaSalle, ON 

Parents: Patrick Baylis and Colleen Sterling                                  

Question to Paikea: What are your hobbies or extra-curricular activities?   

Answer: I like to go on bike rides and hang out with friends.  I am on the soccer team at school.  I also volun-

teer coach with Windsor Minor Hockey.  It’s fun to watch other players get better.  Hockey was the sport 

that I played growing up. I played for the Windsor Wildcats.   

Question to Paikea: What was it like being a Black girl playing hockey?  

Answer: It was definitely challenging at times.  The sport never really loved me back.  I played forward.  
There were team members and players that would try to put me down and being the only Black girl of my 
age group in Essex County it was hard for me to find a safe space in the sport.  I started playing at age of 5 
years and kept playing because it was something I really loved to do outside of school.  I really enjoyed play-
ing with friends.    
 
Question to Paikea: What advice do you have for 
young girls who want to play hockey?  
Answer: No matter how hard someone tries to knock 

you down over the sport you love, keep your head 

up.  The ideology of talent and success based on skin 

color is still in people’s mind set.  But don’t let that 

get to you, push through the negative. 

 
Question to Paikea: Tell me about your fondest 
memory on the ice rink.   
Answer: Meeting Hayley Wickenheiser (former Cap-
tain of the  
Canadian Women’s Olympic team) at the Olympic Center in  
Calgary.  She was hosting an annual hockey tournament.  During the tournament, I was awarded one of the 
game MVPs.  Although my team lost that game, just meeting her and receiving the MVP award was awe-
some.   

Paikea on the ice 



 

Freedom Achievers Spotlight 

Question to Thandiwe: What are your hobbies or extra-curricular activities?   
Answer: I enjoy talking with my friends, and going on social media to see what’s new. At school, I play on 
the soccer team and run track (1500m, 800m, & 3000m).  Outside of school, I play with the Tecumseh 
soccer club.   
 
Question to Thandiwe: What’s it like being a Black girl playing soccer? 
Answer: Pretty awesome! I’m proud to be “one of the only’s” on the field.  I have the ability and skill.  I 
view it as my time to shine.  I also enjoy having fun with my teammates.  We work hard and it shows in the 
games that we play.   

 
Question to Paikea: What do you plan to study in 
University?  Why? 
Answer: Biochemistry and then do a post grad for Nurse 
Practitioner.  I’m really into the sciences and I like to talk 
to people and get to know them so this seems like a good 
fit. 
 

Thandiwe was recently selected to join the Ontario Excel 

Provincial soccer team. 

Thandiwe Question: What happens next now that you’ve 

been selected to play for the provincial soccer team?  

Answer: I’ll travel to Toronto for practice with other 

players from across the province.  After a couple practices, 

we play a game against the Quebec provincial team. 

 

Question to Thandiwe: What’s your favorite subject in school?  Do you know what you want to do when 

you grow up? 

Answer: Science.  My teacher makes it easy to learn and the students in my class are fun. I want to play 

soccer at a University in the US and then go to medical school.  Human anatomy is cool and how the 

different systems in the body are inter dependent.  I like that. 

Question to Thandiwe: Last year at your 8th Grade graduation, you delivered the senior valedictorian 
speech in French.  What message did you want to give your fellow classmates?  How was the experience? 
 

Answer: Grade 8 is a time to remember and have fun.  High school will give us an opportunity to learn and 

do the things we want to do.  Speaking at graduation was nerve racking but at the same time a cool 

opportunity.   

Thandiwe on the soccer field 



 

Freedom Achievers Spotlight 

Question to Both: If you could have a conversation with one historical Black figure, who would it 
be and what would you say or want to talk about? 
 
Paikea Answer: Barack Obama.  It would be nice to talk to him and understand what it was really 
like to be a minority leader of the US government. 
 
Thandiwe Answer: Usain Bolt.  He likes running track and I like running track.  I’d like to know 
what it took to be the fastest man in the world. What drove him to get out of bed and train so that 
he was the best in his sport? 
 
Question to Both: Who is more laid back?  

Answer: Paikea 
 
Question to Both: Who has the better sense of humor?  
Answer: Thandiwe 
 
Question to Both: Who is more likely to persuade their parents with an idea?  
Answer: Thandiwe 

 

Volunteers Wanted! Earn Money For The Museum! 

 

The Amherstburg Freedom Museum is 

looking for Bingo volunteers! 

 

How: Give two hours of your time. 

 

When: Once or twice a month on a pre-set 

assignment schedule.  

 

Contact: Phil Alexander - 

phil.alexander@amherstburgfreedom.org 



 

Mac Simpson Award 

Attention Students! You can now apply for the Mac Simpson Scholarship! For more details, go to 
amherstburgfreedom.org/scholarship  

 

 

 

 

 

http://amherstburgfreedom.org/scholarship?fbclid=IwAR0LxDAtJnhGM5UVoYWNWAs0LTOL_uYLnUDHpxsaBHDUU21qzFkkNOOX7u4
https://amherstburgfreedom.org/scholarships


 

Detroit River Project 

On Thursday, June 23rd at 
2pm Detroit River Project 
Founder, Kimberly 
Simmons will present 
“Detroit River Project: The 
Journey to a World Class 
Destination” as part of our 
monthly Black History 
Series. To join on June 
23rd, please go to the 
following link http://ow.ly/
BuzG50J7McO  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you Charitable Gaming Windsor and Paradise Gaming Centre 

 
Amherstburg Freedom Museum would like to extend our 
heartfelt thanks to Charitable Gaming Windsor and  
Paradise Gaming Centre for their continued support. 
Throughout the years, they have helped us keep the 
Museum open and running, and allowed for us to 
continue to offer our programming throughout the 
pandemic. Thank you!  

http://ow.ly/BuzG50J7McO
http://ow.ly/BuzG50J7McO
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/amherstburg?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUY7BmUWG9ZWPImCZIsI9lIdOXp7wThfMu7blEHd-jPcIC5Umx8eXdOm2g06zDOv4SzdEfks4vmAXMSJuVPgsAySQJv06ST9PS6X2Q-RDnn-S3cyP9DcZ8U9GoUmmCt-lPmN7zpsuywsJFMboOqycupvjwO5ykz_qgMKIH9fZ_SznVSPgVdNxOfW986o


Subscribe Today! 

 
 

Give a Gift, and Preserve History!  

Donate to help us to preserve, protect, and display historic 

treasures. Every gift is tax-deducible in Canada or the 

United States. 

 

General subscriber benefits include:  

Unlimited 1 year free admissions, Invitation to preview 

exhibition openings, 10% off all items in museum store 

and name listed in monthly newsletter (with 

permission), introduction to genealogy research library. 

 

$20    Seniors (age 65+) 

 

$25    Students (age 5-22) 

 

$35    Adults (age 23-64) 

 

$120  Family (family of 5)   

 

$100 to $499 SUPPORTER  

All the above plus a beautiful Certificate of subscription, 

suitable for framing, that recognizes your participation 

as a Member. 

 

$500 to $999 CONTRIBUTOR  

All the above plus an invitation to one special event, 

one exhibition opening or subscriber-only event. 

 

$10,000+ Legacy 

All the above plus recognition on Museum's Donor Wall.  

Plus two tickets to all events and recognition on our 

social media pages. 

 
A registered charitable organization in Canada and the 

United States. 

 

 

 

 

It all starts with a subscription… 

Become a subscriber today! 

Primary member name: 

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr.        Birthday 

   

Second member name: 

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr.         Birthday 

 

Mailing address: 

City:   Province/State   

Postal code:  

Home phone:    Cell/business phone: 

 

Email address: 

 

Payment information 

Total subscriber dues $ 

Annual Fund donation: $ 

Total $ 

Check #    Check date 

Payable to Amherstburg Freedom Museum 

 

Card # 

Expiration date  Security code 

Signature 

Thank you for your support! 



 
Our Supporters 

 
Gerard Aching 
Nancy Allen 
Gayle Allinotte 
Kit Andres 
Elsie Bishop 
Charlie Bray 
Joan (Trisha) Bray    
Janisse Browning-Miller 
Shantelle Browning Morgan 
Janet Burch 
Terryll Chase 
Marlene Crepp 
Debi Croucher 
Irene Moore-Davis 
Lloyd Dean 
Helen Geddes 
Leroy Gray 
Locketa Gray 
Mary Habib 
Janice Harris 
Edith Helm 
Ute Hertel 
Raquel Hurst 
Hallee Hurst 
Judy Jackson 
Ivy Johnson 
Milo Johnson 
Sheila Johnson 
Thomas Karle 
Carol Laforet 
Dileana Larkin 
Lois Larkin 
Brian Lennie 
Richard B. Leveque 
Florence Logan 
Linda Logan 
Wayne Logan 
Hazel MacDonald 
Connie Mathieson 
Tim McAllister 
Violet McAllister 
Cleata Morris 
Reuben Munday 
Colleen Peddie 
Richard  Peddie 
Shirley Pulley 
Colleen Reid 
Joyce Robbins 
Carolyne Rourke 
Donna Scott 
Claudia  Shreve Allen 
Frank Simone 
Allen Simpson 
 

To renew your subscription or to make a donation, please call the 

Museum at 519-736-5433. Subscription dues  and donations 

support exhibitions and the daily expenses of operating the 

Museum. Whether you visit once a month or a few times over the 

year, you enjoy the benefits of subscription and your support 

helps to ensure that this incredible Museum will remain a vital 

source of history, culture and inspiration for generations to come. 

Norma Sutherland 
Marilyn Sutton 
Mable Thomas 
Harlis Thompson 
Sharon Thompson Anderson 
Anastasia Timakis 
Rebecca Underwood 
Janet Willoughby 
Debora Wynn 

Group Subscriptions:  

Caesars Windsor  
Distinguished Women of International Services  
Hour-A-Day Study Club 
James H. Sutton Funeral Home 
Detroit Memorial Park Association Inc. 
 
Family Subscriptions: 
Bridgen, Ruth and Sam  
Dipasquale Family 
Gbadamosi Family: 
 Babatunde, Mojisola, Oiuwadamilola,  
Goldin Family: 
 Harold, Shirley, Ephraim, Malique, Phyllis Oppen 
Hurst Family: 
Maynard, Marva and Monique Hurst 
Taylor Family: 
Ronald Taylor, Judith Taylor, Andrea Taylor-Butts, Tim Taylor,  
Ristic Family: 
Cari-Lynn, Goran, Isabella, and Matteo 
White Family: 
Gary, Leticia, Karen, Janet, Christopher, Steffanie 

In Memoriam 

Anna Louella (Talbot) White - In Loving Memory - Your Son, 

Gary L. White ($250 donation) 

Contributor Subscription ($500)        

Wanda Juricic                                                                        


