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AFM Presents No. 2 Construction Battalion Photo to Legion

On Tuesday, April 26th, the Amherstburg Freedom Museum pre-
sented a framed photograph of the No. 2 Construction Battalion,
the first and only all-Black Battalion in Canadian military history,
to Metropolitan Branch 594 of the Royal Canadian Legion. This is
the first of several framed photographs we hope to have on dis-
play in local Legion branches.

Freedom Museum Vice President Barbara Porter and 594 Branch President
Tom Friesen

Annual Community Meeting

Mark your calen-
dars! The Am-
herstburg Free-
dom Museum is
| having its Annual
AFMEHEEg(MS-&EsUEEMG IR & R 5 37959 ¢ Community
BLACK HISTORY WAL TR R Veeting on Sat-
universal |nsp|rat|on. . A o Ae urday’ May 14th
2022 ANNUAL @, " P at 11am. The

COMMUNITY MEETING -, ' meeting will hap-
pen online. Click
here to join the meeting or call +1 647-749-7645 Phone Confer-
ence ID: 346 545 848#

The Talking Drum

The Talking Drum is published monthly by
the Amherstburg Freedom Museum.
Contributions, story ideas, suggestions and
feedback are always welcome. Please
contact Mary-Katherine Whelan at
curator@ambherstburgfreedom.org

277 King Street,
Amherstburg, ON N9V 2C7
519-736-5433 or
800-713-6336 toll free
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Ribs & Ragtime

Happening Saturday, June 11th—Ribs and Ragtime! For tickets, go to https://e.givesmart.com/
events/r6k/
hpe
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THIS YEAR WE ARE
HONOURING THE NO. 2
CONSTRUCTION BATTALION,
CANADA’S ONLY BLACK
REGIMENT

EACH GUEST IN

. ATTENDANCE WILL RECIEVE
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*WHILE SUPPLIES LAST, SUPLIES ARE LIMITED
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No. 2 Construction Battalion Essay Contest

The Amherstburg Freedom Museum has had such a great response to our No. 2 Construction
Battalion Essay Contest that we’ve extended the submission deadline to May 10th.

See poster for details.

During this year’s Ribs & Ragtime event on June 11, 2022, The
Amherstburg Freedom Museum will honor the No. 2
Construction Battalion.

In recognition of the only all-Black unit in Canadian military
history, we are inviting youth, 12 - 20 years of age, to
participate in an essay contest sharing the history of the
Battalion and its impact on Canada.

The Contest Winner will Receive:
- Two (2) Free Tickets to Ribs and Ragtime
- An opportunity to share their essay at the event
- $100 Amazon Gift Card

Submit entries by May 10, 2022 to:
ot curator@amherstburgfreedom.org

FREEDOM MUSEUM




Mac Simpson Award

Looking For

Financial Help
For College or
University? swsern

If you are a student of African
descent who is currently
attending a secondary school in
the Essex County region and
will be commencing post-

secondary studies in September
2022 on a full-time basis, you
can apply for the Mac Simpson
Award!
Eligible students can be
awarded up to $1,500. The
submission deadline is
Thursday, June 30, 2022.
Applications can be
downloaded at

~

amherstburgfreedom.org/
scholarships ’
Amherstburg Freedom Museum

519-736-5433
amherstburgfreedom.org
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On Account of Darkness: Shining Light on Race & Sport

Join us on Thursday, May 19th at 2:30pm for our next Black History Series Presentation “On Account of
Darkness: Shining Light on Race and Sport” with lan Kennedy. To join, go to http://ow.ly/L6gv50Ixnk3

Amherstburg Freedom Museum Hosts

ON ACCOUNT OF
DARKNESS:
SHINING LIGHT ON
RACE AND SPORT
L? s

OF
DARKNESS

i N ™. IAN KENNEDY
T e rw s YO w—

A Presentation by Author lan Kennedy

HAPPENING THURSDAY,
RRRRRRRRRRR MAY 13TH AT 2:30PM
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To join, go to
http://ow.ly/L6qv50Ixnk3
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Vice President Barbara Porter’'s Connection to the No. 2 Construction

Battalion in BizX Magazine
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n the battlefields of Vimy and the Somme,
Canada achieved its respected place
on the world stage. Although these battles
were a success, victories came at a cost — a
reminder of how our Canadian troops earned
a reputation for their courage and bravery; for
their discipline and sacrifice under enemy fire.
The following statement reflects the bitter
realities of WWI: “In those few minutes,”
said Canadian Brigadier-General Arthur
Edward Ross, “ witnessed the birth of
a nation.”

In the face of growing casualties, Canada
soon realized that not enough men could
be raised to replace citizen soldiers of
the Canadian Expeditionary Force, the
fallen, or the many battle-traumatized
soldiers who were coming home broken
beyond recognition.

According to the Canadian War
Museum, (refer to;  WarMuseum.ca/
collections/artifact/1026595), “As voluntary
recruitment began to wane, the Canadian
government passed the Military Service
Act on August 29, 1917. As such, Canada’s
previous recruitment restrictions had
been eased, which allowed some visible
minorities to enlist.”

Of those lads who were driven by their
deepest capacity for patriotism, many were
second and third-generation Black Canadians
from Windsor and Essex County who never
gave “doing their bit" a second thought.

When US. President James Madison
signed a declaration of war against Great
Britain on June 12, 1812, Black Canadians
took the fight to the enemy alongside British

As featured in

THE WAY IT WAS

5" % Black History Month
In February
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Canada Post issued this commemorative stamp on
January 14, 2016 in recognition of Black Canadian
Veterans who served with No. 2 Construction Battalion
in WW . The stamp features an archival photograph of
some of the unit's members against a backdrop of tall
conifers. Photo courtesy of Canada Post © 2016

militia, French settlers and Indigenous
peoples to defend our Canadian border along
the south shores of the Detroit River.

When the 20th century took Canada
to the front, another generation of Black
Canadians wanted to “join the ranks”
however; many came face to face with the
reality that prevailing racial attitudes within
the military denied Black Canadians the
privilege to serve on an equal footing.

It wasn’t until the establishment of

the No. 2 Construction Battalion that
Black Canadians became a unit of the
Canadian Expeditionary Force. As such, in
contributing to Canada’s military presence,
the Veterans of the No. 2 Construction
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Battalion led the way for Black Canadians
to support Canada's military presence, not
only in the Great War, but also in subsequent
conflicts.

Inretrospect, as much as racial intolerance
against Black Canadian soldiers added
another dimension to the stains and strains
of WWI (where many families on the home
front cried the same tears), many families
also understood why our Black Canadian
lads were driven by their convictions “for all
the right reasons.”

“My maternal grandfather, Alfred
Augustus Tudor and my two maternal
great-uncles, James Woodson William
Lockman and Jerome Wellington
Lockman, served with the battalion,” says
Barbara Porter, a retired Registered Nurse
(35-year career) and current Vice-President
of the Amherstburg Freedom Museum,
277 King Street, Amherstburg and online at:
AmherstburgFreedom.org.

Recognizing the demonstrated strength
of perseverance by our Black Canadian
Veterans of all stripes (who gave up a piece of
individuality to become a part of something
larger than themselves), intrinsically
becomes central to fostering a commitment
to building on the legacy of remembrance,
to value the strength of diversity, and to
promote inclusion in this generation and
those to follow.

“Preserving our Black Canadian history
through education serves as a vital platform
to connect to this generation, something
that our youth can be proud to know that
Black Canadians were (and continue to be)
a big part of our Canadian military heritage
and establishing Canada’s identity,” states
Porter. “If we don’t come forward and speak
of these legacies, history will be lost.” X
As a civilian Veterans Advocate, Andrea
Grimes was presented with the Queen
Elizabeth Il Diamond Jubilee Medal and the
Governor General's Medal for her volunteer
service to Veterans and a number non-profit
organizations supporting Windsor's military

families’ networtk.
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Volunteers Needed

The Amherstburg Freedom Museum is looking for volunteers for our upcoming Ribs &
Ragtime fundraiser (June 11, 2022). To volunteer, please call 519-736-5433.
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VOLUNTEERS

RIBS & RACTIME!

277 KING STREET, AMHERSTBURG
TO VOLUNTEER, PLEASE CALL
519-736-5433

Thank you Charitable Gaming Windsor and Paradise Gaming Centre

(5‘09. Ambherstburg Freedom Museum would like to extend
our heartfelt thanks to Charitable Gaming Windsor

and Paradise Gaming Centre for their continued

support. Throughout the years, they have helped us

keep the Museum open and running, and allowed for

us to continue to offer our programming

throughout the pandemic. Thank you!
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Subscribe Today!

AMHERSTBURG
FREEDOM MUSEUM

Black History - universal ingpiration

Give a Gift, and Preserve History!

Donate to help us to preserve, protect, and display historic
treasures. Every gift is tax-deducible in Canada or the

United States.

General subscriber benefits include:

Unlimited 1 year free admissions, Invitation to preview
exhibition openings, 10% off all items in museum store

and name listed in monthly newsletter (with

permission), introduction to genealogy research library.

$20 Seniors (age 65+)

$25 Students (age 5-22)

$35 Adults (age 23-64)

$120 Family (family of 5)

$100 to $499 SUPPORTER

All the above plus a beautiful Certificate of subscription,
suitable for framing, that recognizes your participation

as a Member.

$500 to $999 CONTRIBUTOR

All the above plus an invitation to one special event,
one exhibition opening or subscriber-only event.

$10,000+ Legacy

All the above plus recognition on Museum's Donor Wall.
Plus two tickets to all events and recognition on our

social media pages.

000

A registered charitable organization in Canada and the

United States.

It all starts with a subscription...
Become a subscriber today!

Primary member name:

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr. Birthday

Second member name:

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr. Birthday

Mailing address:

City: Province/State
Postal code:
Home phone: Cell/business phone:

Email address:

Payment information

Total subscriber dues $

Annual Fund donation: $

Total $

Check#____ Check date

Payable to Amherstburg Freedom Museum

B e B

Card #

Expiration date Security code

Signature

Thank you for your support!



Our Supporters

Gerard Aching
Nancy Allen

Gayle Allinotte

Kit Andres

Elsie Bishop
Charlie Bray

Joan (Trisha) Bray

Janisse Browning-Miller
Shantelle Browning Morgan

Janet Burch
Terryll Chase
Marlene Crepp
Debi Croucher
Irene Moore-Davis
Lloyd Dean
Helen Geddes
Leroy Gray
Locketa Gray
Mary Habib
Janice Harris
Edith Helm

Ute Hertel
Raquel Hurst
Hallee Hurst
Judy Jackson

Ivy Johnson

Milo Johnson
Sheila Johnson
Thomas Karle
Carol Laforet
Dileana Larkin
Lois Larkin

Brian Lennie
Richard B. Leveque
Florence Logan
Linda Logan
Wayne Logan
Hazel MacDonald
Connie Mathieson
Tim McAllister
Violet McAllister
Cleata Morris
Reuben Munday
Colleen Peddie
Richard Peddie

Norma Sutherland

Marilyn Sutton

Mable Thomas

Harlis Thompson

Sharon Thompson Anderson
Anastasia Timakis

Rebecca Underwood

Janet Willoughby

Debora Wynn

Group Subscriptions:

Caesars Windsor

Distinguished Women of International Services
Hour-A-Day Study Club

James H. Sutton Funeral Home

Detroit Memorial Park Association Inc.

Family Subscriptions:
Bridgen, Ruth and Sam

Dipasquale Family
Gbadamosi Family:
Babatunde, Mojisola, Oiuwadamilola,
Goldin Family:
Harold, Shirley, Ephraim, Malique, Phyllis Oppen
Hurst Family:
Maynard, Marva and Monique Hurst
Taylor Family:
Ronald Taylor, Judith Taylor, Andrea Taylor-Butts, Tim Taylor,
Ristic Family:
Cari-Lynn, Goran, Isabella, and Matteo
White Family:
Gary, Leticia, Karen, Janet, Christopher, Steffanie

Contributor Subscription ($500)

Wanda Juricic
In Memoriam

Anna Louella (Talbot) White - In Loving Memory - Your Son,
Gary L. White ($250 donation)

Shirley Pulley To renew your subscription or to make a donation, please call the
Colleen Reid Museum at 519-736-5433. Subscription dues and donations

Joyce Robbins o ) .
Carolyne Rourke support exhibitions and the daily expenses of operating the

Donna Scott Museum. Whether you visit once a month or a few times over the
Claudia Shreve Allen . . . .-

Frank Simone year, you enjoy the benefits of subscription and your support
Allen Simpson helps to ensure that this incredible Museum will remain a vital

source of history, culture and inspiration for generations to come.



