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The Talking Drum 

The Talking Drum is published monthly by   
the Amherstburg Freedom Museum. 

Contributions, story ideas, suggestions and 
feedback are always welcome. Please 

contact Mary-Katherine Whelan at 
curator@amherstburgfreedom.org 
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Beyond the Underground Railroad Exhibit Opening 

On Thursday, August 31st,  the 
Amherstburg Freedom Museum 
hosted the exhibit opening for 
Beyond the Underground Rail-
road: A History of Black Settle-
ment in 19th Century Amherst-
burg which was created by Uni-
versity of Windsor student Kar-
leigh Kochaniec. This exhibit is 

part of the Local Black History Internship Program which was 
created in partnership between the Amherstburg Freedom 
Museum and the University 
of Windsor's History Depart-
ment. The Internship is also 
generously funded by the 
Board of Amherstburg Free-
dom Museum and a Mitacs 
Accelerate Program Grant.  

During Karleigh's presentation, she talked about her exhibit 
and shared her experience in cre-
ating both the in-person exhibit 
and digital map, which maps 
Black settlement in Essex County 
and shares the stories of those 
connected to the listed proper-
ties. Beyond the Underground 
Railroad: A History of Black 
Settlement in 19th Century Am-

herstburg is on display until December 31st. To view the digi-
tal map please go to https://ow.ly/8xC350PPIuV  

https://ow.ly/8xC350PPIuV


On August 31st, the Amherstburg Freedom Museum 
awarded the Mac Simpson Award and Maturine-
Romain Scholarship to students of African descent 
who commenced their post-secondary education in 
September. The Mac Simpson Award was created to 
honour the legacy of Museum founder, Melvin ‘Mac’ 
Simpson and the Maturine-Romain Award is given on 
behalf of Dr. Bernice McKenzie to honour the lives 
and memory of her grandmothers, Evelina Maturine 

and Lucie Romain. Thank you to AFM Board Director Cari-Lynn Ristic for presenting the awards and 
the scholarship judging panel for determining the winners. Additional thanks to Guy Logan for 
generously supporting this year’s Mac Simpson Scholarship fund. Congratulations to all the winners!  

 

Mac Simpson and Maturine-Romain Scholarship Awards! 

Jordyn Taylor was awarded both a Mac Simpson Award and a Maturine-Romain 
Scholarship. She attended Kingsville District High School and is currently enrolled 
in the Advertising and Marketing Communication Management Program at St. 
Clair College. Jordyn’s extracurricular activities include karate, swimming, dance 
and long distance running. She was also on the Honour Roll. 

Reese Akpata is the winner of a Mac Simpson Award. Reese attended Sand-
wich Secondary High School and is studying Criminology and Law at Wilfred 
Laurier University/ Sussex University. He enjoys playing hockey and track and 
field, and was on the Black, African and Caribbean Student Advisory Com-
mittee, while being on the Academic Honour Roll. 

Mya Mulder was awarded a Mac Simpson Scholarship. She was a student at 
North Star High School and is currently studying Occupational/Physiotherapy 
Assisting at St. Clair College. Mya’s extracurricular activities include basketball, 
track and field, and spirit team. She was also on the Honour Roll, while acting as 
a mentor for Amherstburg Public School Students and a leader/counsellor at 
Youth Leadership Camp. 

Ya-Shania Waltin was unable to attend the award ceremony, but is the winner of a Mac Simp-
son Award. Ya-Shania attended W.F. Herman Academy and is currently studying Architecture 
Technology at Fanshawe. Ya-Shania’s extracurricular activities include robotics club, art club, 
photography club, and eco team, while being on the Honour Roll. 

Quincy Browning-Morgan was unable to attend the award ceremony, but is the winner of a 
Maturine-Romain Scholarship. He attended W.F. Herman Academy and is studying Human Ki-
netics at the University of Windsor. His interests include basketball, coaching, and volunteer-
ing with Big Brothers, Big Sisters (administrative work), while being on the Honour Roll. 

Scholarship Winners! 



 

Still Standing 

On September 26th, Season 9 of Still Standing premiered and the Amherstburg Freedom 

Museum was thrilled to be a part of the episode. In 

the episode, Amherstburg Freedom Museum Board 

President, Monty Logan, gave the show’s host Jonny 

Harris a tour of the Nazrey African Methodist 

Episcopal Church, Taylor Cabin and the permanent 

gallery, while discussing the town’s significant Black 

History. You can watch the full episode on CBC Gem 

here https://gem.cbc.ca/still-standing/s09 

Amherstburg Fort Malden Horticultural Society Trillium Award 

On September 26th, the Amherstburg Freedom Museum 

was honoured to accept a 2023 Trillium Award from the 

Amherstburg Fort Malden Horticultural Society. This award 

recognizes spaces with front yard appeal through good 

landscape design, maintenance, and efforts to enhance the 

beauty of Amherstburg. We received a painted Trillium 

garden stake which will be on display in our garden. 

Accepting the award was Amherstburg Freedom Museum 

Curator Mary-Katherine Whelan and long-time volunteer 

Carolin Harris (pictured) who has tended to our garden for 

many years. We are so grateful to Carolin for all of her 

efforts to create and maintain this beautiful space here at 

the Museum.  

Thank you Charitable Gaming Windsor & Paradise Gaming Centre 

Amherstburg Freedom Museum would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to 

Charitable Gaming Windsor and  Paradise Gaming Centre for their continued 

support. Throughout the years, they have helped us keep the Museum open and 

running, and allowed for us to continue to offer programming that shares the 

significant history of Freedom Seekers and Black settlers in this region. Thank 

you!  For more information and how Charitable Gaming supports non-profits 

and local communities across Ontario, please go to charitablegaming.ca  

https://gem.cbc.ca/still-standing/s09
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/amherstburg?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUY7BmUWG9ZWPImCZIsI9lIdOXp7wThfMu7blEHd-jPcIC5Umx8eXdOm2g06zDOv4SzdEfks4vmAXMSJuVPgsAySQJv06ST9PS6X2Q-RDnn-S3cyP9DcZ8U9GoUmmCt-lPmN7zpsuywsJFMboOqycupvjwO5ykz_qgMKIH9fZ_SznVSPgVdNxOfW986o


 

Celebrating Mary Ann Shadd Cary with Dr. Kristin Moriah 

 

 

 

In celebration of Mary Ann Shadd Cary's 
200th Anniversary, please join us for 

our next Black History Series 
presentation, "Dear Cousin M: Mary 
Ann Shadd Cary and Genealogies of 

Resistance," with Dr. Kristin Moriah. To 
join on October 26th, please go to 

https://ow.ly/EqFw50PLKMc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the date for Christmas at 
the Museum! Happening 
Wednesday, December 6th at 
7pm in the Nazrey A.M.E. 
Church. Stay tuned for more 
details! 

Save the Date! 

https://ow.ly/EqFw50PLKMc


 

A Day Trip to Frankenmuth! 

 



Subscribe Today! 

 
 

Give a Gift, and Preserve History!  

Donate to help us to preserve, protect, and display historic 

treasures. Every gift is tax-deducible in Canada or the 

United States. 

 

General subscriber benefits include:  

Unlimited 1 year free admissions, Invitation to preview 

exhibition openings, 10% off all items in museum store 

and name listed in monthly newsletter (with 

permission), introduction to genealogy research library. 

 

$20    Seniors (age 65+) 

 

$25    Students (age 5-22) 

 

$35    Adults (age 23-64) 

 

$120  Family (family of 5)   

 

$100 to $499 SUPPORTER  

All the above plus a beautiful Certificate of subscription, 

suitable for framing, that recognizes your participation 

as a Member. 

 

$500 to $999 CONTRIBUTOR  

All the above plus an invitation to one special event, 

one exhibition opening or subscriber-only event. 

 

$10,000+ Legacy 

All the above plus recognition on Museum's Donor Wall.  

Plus two tickets to all events and recognition on our 

social media pages. 

 
A registered charitable organization in Canada and the 

United States. 

 

 

 

 

It all starts with a subscription… 

Become a subscriber today! 

Primary member name: 

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr.        Birthday 

   

Second member name: 

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr.         Birthday 

 

Mailing address: 

City:   Province/State   

Postal code:  

Home phone:    Cell/business phone: 

 

Email address: 

 

Payment information 

Total subscriber dues $ 

Annual Fund donation: $ 

Total $ 

Check #    Check date 

Payable to Amherstburg Freedom Museum 

 

Card # 

Expiration date  Security code 

Signature 

Thank you for your support! 



 
Our Supporters 

 
Gerard Aching 
Nancy Allen 
Gayle Allinotte 
Kit Andres 
Joanne Baylis 
Patrick Baylis 
Elsie Bishop 
Charlie Bray 
Joan (Trisha) Bray    
Zainia Brockett 
Janisse Browning-Miller 
Shantelle Browning Morgan 
Janet Burch 
Terryll Chase 
Marlene Crepp 
Debi Croucher 
Irene Moore-Davis 
Lloyd Dean 
Kim D. Elliott 
Helen Geddes 
Leroy Gray 
Locketa Gray 
Mary Habib 
Janice Harris 
Edith Helm 
Ute Hertel 
Raquel Hurst 
Hallee Hurst 
Judy Jackson 
Ivy Johnson 
Milo Johnson 
Sheila Johnson 
Thomas Karle 
Carol Laforet 
Dileana Larkin 
Lois Larkin 
Brian Lennie 
Richard B. Leveque 
Florence Logan 
Linda Logan 
Wayne Logan 
Hazel MacDonald 
Connie Mathieson 
Tim McAllister 
Violet McAllister 
Cleata Morris 
Reuben Munday 
Colleen Peddie 
Richard  Peddie 
Shirley Pulley 
Colleen Reid 
Joyce Robbins 
Carolyn Robinson-Dungy 
Carolyne Rourke 
Donna Scott 

To renew your subscription or to make a donation, please call the Museum at 

519-736-5433. Subscription dues  and donations support exhibitions and the 

daily expenses of operating the Museum. Whether you visit once a month or a 

few times over the year, you enjoy the benefits of subscription and your 

support helps to ensure that this incredible Museum will remain a vital source 

of history, culture and inspiration for generations to come. 

Claudia  Shreve Allen 
Frank Simone 
Allen Simpson 
Jessie Dianne Smith 
Patricia Smith 
Colleen Sterling 
Norma Sutherland 
Marilyn Sutton 
Mable Thomas 
Harlis Thompson 
Sharon Thompson Anderson 

Group Subscriptions:  

Hour-A-Day Study Club 
James H. Sutton Funeral Home 
Detroit Memorial Park Association Inc. 
 
Family Subscriptions: 
Bridgen, Ruth and Sam  
Dipasquale Family 
Gbadamosi Family: 
 Babatunde, Mojisola, Oiuwadamilola,  
Goldin Family: 
 Harold, Shirley, Ephraim, Malique, Phyllis Oppen 
Hurst Family: 
Maynard, Marva and Monique Hurst 
Taylor Family: 

Ronald Taylor, Judith Taylor, Andrea Taylor-Butts, Tim Taylor,  
Ristic Family: 

Cari-Lynn, Goran, Isabella, and Matteo 

White Family: 
Gary, Leticia, Karen, Janet, Christopher, Steffanie 

Beverly Pegues-Tucker & Dr. James Tucker 

In Memoriam  

In Memory of Freemont Nelson —  Jo-Anne & Remo Mancini 

Contributor Subscription       

Wanda Juricic                                                                        

Supporter Subscription       

Paul McAllister & Mayrai Rosapo Leachman 

Chris & Terry Porter 

Dr. Christina Simmons & Dr. Bruce Tucker 

 Anastasia Timakis 
Karen Tinsley 
Rebecca Underwood 
Janet Willoughby 
Debora Wynn 


