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Emancipation Celebration Recap!

There was a great turnout for our Emancipation Celebration
on July 29th. Thank you to everyone who came out to sup-
port the Amherstburg Freedom Museum! Guests enjoyed
great music from Six Degrees while having a delicious meal
from the Fogolar. The theme was Looking Forward from the
Past and that is exactly what we did. The tables were deco-
rated with old photos from the Museum's collection
(representing the past) while wild flower seed packets were
given to each guest (representing the future). Also in the pro-
gram was the Legacy Hero Award which honours a pillar of
the community who has passed on. This year's award was
(posthumously) given to Elder Edsel Smith and accepted by
his son Dennis Smith. Edsel Smith's granddaughter Melissa
Sims also gave a moving tribute. The evening also included
an amazing performance from the very talented Flo
Ndinmbundi from ACT. What a bright future she has!

We are grateful to MP Chris Lewis, Essex MPP Anthony
Leardi, and Amherstburg Town Councillor Patricia Simone
for attending, in addition to members of the Windsor Police
Force and the Chief of Police. Additional thanks to our amaz-
ing sponsors TD Amherstburg and LiIUNA! 625, and all the
people and businesses who donated to our silent auction.
We also couldn't have done this without our amazing volun-
teers. Thank you everyone and we can't wait for next year's
celebration!

The Talking Drum

The Talking Drum is published monthly by
the Amherstburg Freedom Museum.
Contributions, story ideas, suggestions and
feedback are always welcome. Please
contact Mary-Katherine Whelan at
curator@amherstburgfreedom.org

277 King Street,
Ambherstburg, ON N9V 2C7
519-736-5433 or
800-713-6336 toll free
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Monty Logan, President

Barbara Porter,
Vice- President

Sheneese Johnson,
Treasurer

Bonita Seecharan,
Secretary

Philip H. Alexander,
Director

J. Trisha Bray, Director
Shawn Harrison, Director
Yolanda Holder, Director

Dr. Barbara Hughes Smith,
Director

Dr. Brenda McCurdy,
Director

Marcia Pivotte,
Director

Cari-Lynn Ristic, Director

STAFF

5; Dr. Lorene Bridgen-Lennie,

Assistant Curator

Mary-Katherine Whelan,
Curator/Manager of
Collections and Research

PART-TIME
Aanand Arya
Naijla Khalil
Emily Weber




Emancipation Celebration Recap!




Legacy Hero Award — Elder Edsel Smith

|
Having been prophesied over by an elderly man before he
was even born, Edsel Wesley Smith was the son of a
Barber, married to the love of his life, a father of twelve,
and a retiree from the Windsor Utilities Commission after
28 years. During this time, he gave his life to Christ and
his service in ministry began, and spanned over an
extraordinary 66 years, covering Ontario and Michigan.
Starting under the -
Church of God in
Christ organization
as the first
Assistant-Pastor to Bishop C.L. Morton Sr,,
he volunteered as a street corner preacher,
guickly moving his way up to broadcasting
his sermons weekly from a radio station in
Leamington, Ontario. Being asked to Pastor at St. Mark A.M.E. Church after it was
reopened, is what led him to go independent and establish St. Mark Evangelical
Church, where he served as pastor for a total of 50 years. Reverend Smith
formerly served as a member of the Harrow Ministerial Alliance and was an
Executive Member of the Windsor Episcopal Fellowship of Churches. Pastor Edsel
Smith was known for his clever anecdotes, his hands-on ministry, and faithfully
= serving the needs of not only his
congregation 24/7, but also the people
throughout our community. Looking back
over his life, we are honouring a man who
4 has touched so many lives and will always be

& cherished for the memories that we have, as
M well as the wonderful legacy that he has left
A

8l to us all. - Written by Melissa Sims




Walter Perry Emancipation Golf Classic

It was another beautiful day for our annual Walter Perry Emancipation Golf
Classic on Saturday, August 6th. We are so grateful to all the golfers who
participated and supported the Museum. Thank you to our sponsors and
donors Jaguar Land Rover Windsor, BMO Essex Branch, St. Clair Hair
Dressing, Freeds, and Frank Saroli of Shibley Righton LLP. We also
couldn't have done this event without our amazing volunteers.
Congratulations to the 50/50 winner Sam Bridgen and the tournament
winners Denton Whited, Adrian Harris, and John Marchencausky!
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Freedom Achievers is back!

Join us on Saturday, October 1st when we host a Mentor Showcase and presentation by Dr.
Hadiya Roderique! Registered Mentors and Mentors get in for free! To become a mentor or
mentee, please contact curator@ambherstburgfreedom.org . To purchase your tickets,
please go to https://freedomachiever.givesmart.com

WITH THE AMHERSTBURG COMMUNITY FOUNDATION PRESENTS

FREEDOM
ACHIEVERS

Where HADIYA RODERIQUE, author of Black on Bay Street,
will discuss Freedom in the 21st Century
Also featuring a Mentor Showcase

Canadi

Amherstburg
Community Foundation

FINDING YOUR VOICE

NAVIGATING YOUR PATH TO SUCCESS
#FindingYourVoice

AD U LT $8 IF TICKET IS PURCHASED BEFORE SEPTEMBER 23RD

$1 O IF PURCHASED AFTER SEPTEMBER 23RD

» STU D E NTS S 3 IFTICKET IS PURCHASED BEFORE SEPTEMBER 23RD

$5 IF PURCHASED AFTER SEPTEMBER 23RD

REGISTERED MENTORS/MENTEES : FREE

@AmherstburgFreedom ) @Aburgfreedom @aburgfreedom

=2 https://freedomachiever.givesmart.com
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https://freedomachiever.givesmart.com/?fbclid=IwAR2lA4TuE4tlatFNhKZdAIXYy98gC5bqMD5hGG0yqZUo8T5sccFgsotbGqk
https://freedomachiever.givesmart.com/

Catching Up With Deshawn!

|
Ambherstburg Freedom Museum Supporters may remember this friendly face.
It’s former employee Deshawn Baylis! He worked at the Museum for five years
and we thought it would be nice to catch up with him.
1. What do you remember about growing up in Amherstburg? What |
remember most about growing up in Amherstburg was the amount of family
that live in the area. | am blessed to have such a large family — Baylis, Handsor

RY . . .
and Harris family that all live so close by.

2.How long did you work/volunteer at the Museum and what was it like? |
began volunteering for the Amherstburg Freedom Museum, then known as the
( W A North American Black Historical Museum, in 2009. | first began working as an

‘ " employee for the museum in 2011 until 2016. | reflect on my time working with
the Amherstburg Freedom Museum as a privileged experience that shaped a lot of my professional
life. | had a tremendous team to work with who made my time as a summer student a fun and
memorable experience. | can recall a few guests who travelled a long way to visit our museum —
which was always special. Additionally, | remember on one occasion, our Ontario Premier at the
time came to visit the museum for a tour!

3.Who was the curator at the time? When | first started working
with the museum, the curator was Kenn Stanton. Kenn truly was a
role model for me as a young person and we were all very lucky to
have him as our curator. Kenn was a goal focused yet lighthearted
leader, who | remember most as being a carefully thought out and
intelligent person.

Y
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4. What did it mean to you to work at the Museum and why did

you start working here? It was a privilege to work at the Museum and the knowledge that | took
away from that experience has stuck with me to this day. | started working at the museum to
complete volunteer hours in High School. | followed in the steps of my father who also completed
his volunteer hours at the museum over 30 years ago.

5. What experience did you gain from working at the Museum? Has it helped you with recent
endeavours? My time at the museum has given me a great amount of experience on how to talk and
interpret information to people. It is very important in what | do today, the ability to learn and review
knowledge and concepts and be able to present that to an individual or group of people of different
ages.

6.What high school and university did you attend? What did you study ? | attended General Amherst
High School and graduated in 2013. Then went on to the University of Windsor and graduated in 2018
with a Bachelor of Arts in Honours Criminology.



Catching Up With Deshawn!

|
7. What career did you choose? Have you always wanted to work in that profession? | chose a

career path in Probation and Parole. | am currently a Probation and Parole Officer with the Ministry
of the Solicitor General here in Windsor. | knew | wanted to work in this field in my last year in
university when | did a practicum with the St. Leonard’s Halfway House in Windsor. | found that |
enjoyed working with clients on an individual basis; teaching and exploring new techniques and skills
with clients that may reduce their likelihood of re-offending has been very rewarding to see —and in
my opinion, has the most positive impact on our justice system.

8. What are some of the challenges you faced in achieving your career goals? How did you
overcome them? Some challenges | experienced in achieving my goals was obtaining opportunities
and experiences to assist in furthering my career in corrections. One of the ways | overcame this,
was by being open and willing to come to any opportunity that came calling. For example, | began
my career as a Probation and Parole officer in Yorkton, Saskatchewan for approximately two years
before | returned to Ontario in the same profession.

9. What are some positive moments you experienced along the way to your career? Of course,
being able to witness changes and small improvements in the lives of my clients | have worked with
over the years have been the most positive moments in my career. However, the life experience |
gained along the way has been just as impactful. | had the opportunity to experience Western
Canada, meet new professionals and friends, and learn so much about myself as a person along the
way.

10. Do you have any career advice for youth who are trying to create a path to career success?
Don’t be afraid to take risks to further your career goals. There may be opportunities that arise
throughout your career path that may present as uncertain, but it is important to challenge those.
Take those opportunities out of province, or those short-term contracts — or don’t be afraid to do
something different entirely. These risks may present as difficult; however, they help shape who you
are and provide a wealth of professional and life experience.

11. What is next for you? Where do you see yourself in the future? I'm right where | want to be, |
have worked hard to get where | am now and plan on furthering my professional experience with
the Ministry here in Windsor. Who knows what the future will look like, but | am enjoying what | am
doing right now and hope to for many years to come.

Thank you Charitable Gaming Windsor & Paradise Gaming Centre

0O Amherstburg Freedom Museum would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to

&
$° - Charitable Gaming Windsor and Paradise Gaming Centre for their continued
3 8 support. Throughout the years, they have helped us keep the Museum open
2 £ and running, and allowed for us to continue to offer our programming
(84

co:\«g throughout the pandemic. Thank you!
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Subscribe Today!

AMHERSTBURG
FREEDOM MUSEUM

Black History - universal ingpiration

Give a Gift, and Preserve History!

Donate to help us to preserve, protect, and display historic
treasures. Every gift is tax-deducible in Canada or the

United States.

General subscriber benefits include:

Unlimited 1 year free admissions, Invitation to preview
exhibition openings, 10% off all items in museum store

and name listed in monthly newsletter (with

permission), introduction to genealogy research library.

$20 Seniors (age 65+)

$25 Students (age 5-22)

$35 Adults (age 23-64)

$120 Family (family of 5)

$100 to $499 SUPPORTER

All the above plus a beautiful Certificate of subscription,
suitable for framing, that recognizes your participation

as a Member.

$500 to $999 CONTRIBUTOR

All the above plus an invitation to one special event,
one exhibition opening or subscriber-only event.

$10,000+ Legacy

All the above plus recognition on Museum's Donor Wall.
Plus two tickets to all events and recognition on our

social media pages.

000

A registered charitable organization in Canada and the

United States.

It all starts with a subscription...
Become a subscriber today!

Primary member name:

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr. Birthday

Second member name:

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr. Birthday

Mailing address:

City: Province/State
Postal code:
Home phone: Cell/business phone:

Email address:

Payment information

Total subscriber dues $

Annual Fund donation: $

Total $

Check#____ Check date

Payable to Amherstburg Freedom Museum

B e B

Card #

Expiration date Security code

Signature

Thank you for your support!



Our Supporters

Gerard Aching
Nancy Allen

Gayle Allinotte

Kit Andres

Elsie Bishop
Charlie Bray

Joan (Trisha) Bray

Janisse Browning-Miller
Shantelle Browning Morgan

Janet Burch
Terryll Chase
Marlene Crepp
Debi Croucher
Irene Moore-Davis
Lloyd Dean
Helen Geddes
Leroy Gray
Locketa Gray
Mary Habib
Janice Harris
Edith Helm

Ute Hertel
Raquel Hurst
Hallee Hurst
Judy Jackson

vy Johnson

Milo Johnson
Sheila Johnson
Thomas Karle
Carol Laforet
Dileana Larkin
Lois Larkin

Brian Lennie
Richard B. Leveque
Florence Logan
Linda Logan
Wayne Logan
Hazel MacDonald
Connie Mathieson
Tim McAllister
Violet McAllister
Cleata Morris
Reuben Munday
Colleen Peddie
Richard Peddie

Norma Sutherland

Marilyn Sutton

Mable Thomas

Harlis Thompson

Sharon Thompson Anderson
Anastasia Timakis

Rebecca Underwood

Janet Willoughby

Debora Wynn

Group Subscriptions:

Caesars Windsor

Distinguished Women of International Services
Hour-A-Day Study Club

James H. Sutton Funeral Home

Detroit Memorial Park Association Inc.

Family Subscriptions:
Bridgen, Ruth and Sam
Dipasquale Family
Gbadamosi Family:
Babatunde, Mojisola, Oiuwadamilola,
Goldin Family:
Harold, Shirley, Ephraim, Malique, Phyllis Oppen
Hurst Family:
Maynard, Marva and Monique Hurst
Taylor Family:
Ronald Taylor, Judith Taylor, Andrea Taylor-Butts, Tim Taylor,
Ristic Family:
Cari-Lynn, Goran, Isabella, and Matteo
White Family:
Gary, Leticia, Karen, Janet, Christopher, Steffanie

Contributor Subscription

Wanda Juricic

In Memoriam

In Memory of Freemont Nelson — Jo-Anne & Remo Mancini

Shirley Pulley To renew your subscription or to make a donation, please call the
Eg;f:g?&?ns Museum at 519-736-5433. Subscription dues and donations
Carolyne Rourke support exhibitions and the daily expenses of operating the
Donna Scott Museum. Whether you visit once a month or a few times over the
Claudia Shreve Allen . . ...

Frank Simone year, you enjoy the benefits of subscription and your support
Allen Simpson helps to ensure that this incredible Museum will remain a vital

source of history, culture and inspiration for generations to come.



