
The Buckner Family History Part 5 – Kalsomine Masons 

Now that I have discussed Mary Buckner and James Craig’s daughters Linna, Elsie and 

Myrtle, I’ll share information about their daughter Grace. She married Clarence J. Sims, the son 

of And. Sims and …Freda Bailey (part of Clarence’s mother’s name is illegible on the 

document). They married on June 28, 1911 in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Find A Grave states that 

Grace passed away on August 12, 1857 in Grand Rapids, Michigan. It doesn’t appear that Grace 

and Clarence had any children because the 1920, 1930 and 1940 Michigan Census don’t list any 

children except for their niece Thelma Minor in 1920. 

So far, I have discussed the following children of George Burrell Buckner and Eliza 

Gibbs’ - Maria (Mariah), James, George, and Mary. Now I’ll move on to share information about 

William, Daniel, Elliot, Jon, and Anthony. There was not a lot of information for William. He is 

listed on the 1861 Census which reveals that he was born circa 1852. William’s brother Daniel is 

next. He married Lucy Daly on September 28, 1877 in Cass, Missouri. I came across a note 

about their wedding day - “A note from October 3, 1877 written by a Presbyterian Pastor named 

Mr. Colver which says “ Dear Sir: On the 28th day of September, 1877 I performed at my 

residence, Pleasant Hill, Mis, the marriage ceremony between Daniel Buckner and Lucy Daley. 

Colored.” 

Daniel and Lucy Buckner are also listed on the 1880 Michigan Census along with their 

son George, an adopted daughter named Ettie Goodyear, a Boarder named William Fields and 

Daniel’s brother Elliot Buckner. The Census also shows that both Daniel and Elliott worked as 

Kalsomine Masons. George’s birth record states that he was born on May 20, 1879 in Battle 

Creek, Michigan. In addition to their son George, Daniel and Lucy they had other children 

including Violet, Burl and Nona. Violet married John B.F. O’Leary, the son of Albert O’Leary 

and Annie Thomas. They were married on January 1, 1907 in Elkhart, Indiana. Their marriage 



record also states that John was born on April 19, 1879 in Jackson, Illinois and Violet was born 

on February 20, 1888 in Grand Rapids, Michigan. John is also listed as a Porter. Violet’s brother 

Burl married Grace Hatt, the daughter of W.H. Hatt and Minnie Smith, on March 3, 1903 in 

British Columbia. Burl’s sister Nona M. Buckner married William E. Shackelford, the son of 

Henry Shackelford and Martha Ruvella, on February 25, 1903 in Battle Creek, Michigan. Next is 

Nona, which I think is short for Winona/Winone. In the 1930 and 1940 Census for St. Paul, 

Ramsey, Minnesota William E. Shackelford is listed with his wife Winone M. and their child 

Bernice. Their immigration records list the closest relative as William’s father Henry who lived 

in Windsor which helps to confirm that Nona is short for Winona and that this is the correct 

person. 

It is possible that Daniel passed away between the 1910 and 1920 Census because in 

1920, his wife Lucy is listed as living with her niece Myrtle and Myrtle’s husband James Lasha. 

Find A Grave records that Daniel Buckner passed away on December 18, 1918 in Battle Creek, 

Michigan which confirms my theory.  

The next child of George Burrell Buckner and Eliza Gibbs is Elliot, also known as ‘Al’. 

He married Rickie Russell, the daughter of Fritz Russell, on June 13, 1894 in Calhoun, 

Michigan. Elliot and Rickie had at least one child named Glenn F. Buckner. His marriage record 

states that he married Lois M. Lemon, the daughter of Joseph L. Lemon and Catherine Squires, 

on October 12, 1935 in Steuben, Indiana. This record states that both Lois and Glenn were 

previously married, but there are no names listed. Lois is listed as being born on December 26, 

1899 in Huntertown, Indiana, while Glenn is listed as being born on March 1, 1899 in Battle 

Creek, Michigan. 



Glenn’s father Elliott passed away on November 4, 1932 in Battle Creek, Michigan at the 

age of 72. This record also states that Elliott was born on April 25, 1860. I could not find a death 

record for Rickie Russell Buckner. 

Elliott’s brother John is the next child of George Burrell Buckner and Eliza Gibbs. 

According to Find A Grave, John was born on August 8, 1857 and died on January 15, 1939. His 

wife is listed as Mary Ida Rescoe Buckner who was born on June 15, 1866 and died on 

September 19, 1945 in Tawas City, Michigan. 

The last child of George Burrell Buckner and Eliza Gibbs to be discussed is Anthony. 

Find A Grave mentions that he was born on June 7, 1863 in Amherstburg and died on February 

14, 1936 in Battle Creek, Michigan at the age of 72. He married Elmina Cramer on December 

10, 1888 in Grand Rapids, Michigan. This record also shares that he was born circa 1864, while 

Elmira was born circa 1868. At the time, Anthony worked as a Butcher. I found records for two 

of their children, Josie and Elizabeth Frances. Josie was born on April 20, 1896 in Battle Creek, 

Michigan. Josie’s sister Elizabeth F. Buckner was born a few years earlier on December 14, 

1893. Elizabeth married a few times. The first was to Leslie H. Long, the son of Harry Long and 

Addie Van Nocker, on January 28, 1912. The second was to Harold G. Taylor, the son of Herbert 

S. Taylor and Hattie Week, on November 15, 1916 in Battle Creek, Michigan. She was also 

married to Reppard R. Stearnes, the son of Wm. R. Stearnes and Viola Reppard, on August 14, 

1920 in Detroit.  

What we publish is not a complete history of any family and is based on the 

documents that are available. We welcome photos and information to fill in the gaps.  See 

you next week where we will celebrate another amazing family. 

 


