The Reynolds Family History Part 1 — Service in the Upper Canada Rebellion

This month’s family history features the Reynolds family beginning with John Bartlett
Reynolds and his wife Lucinda. Their children include John, Francis Sophia, Mary Jane, James,
William, Daniel Benjamin and Louis. I could not find any information for Mary Jane and James,
and the only information I could find about Louis is from Milo Johnson’s book New Canaan:
Freedom Land which states that Louis was Daniel’s twin, and he died at a young age. Before |

discuss the rest of John and Lucinda’s children, I’'m going to share some information about them.

Barlet Renolds and his family are listed in the 1851 Census. Bartlet’s occupation was a
farmer, and he was born in the United States. According to the book New Canaan, John and
Lucinda escaped slavery in Old Virginia, arriving in the Colchester Township area circa 1830
where they established a 50-acre farm on the 3™ Concession in what was referred to as the ‘Long
Marsh’ area of the Matthew Settlement. In New Canaan, Milo Johnson adds “The Canada,
British Army and Canadian Militia Muster Rolls and Pay Lists, 1795-1850, for December 1838,
note John Bartlett Reynolds as a member of the Essex Colored Militia. This unit took part in
defending Canada during the 1837-38 Rebellion. Bartlett left his home to take part in the defense

and may have been granted land for his service.”

I could not find a death record or obituary for John Bartlett Reynolds, but he passed away
before 1861 because the 1861 Census lists Lucinda as widowed and living with her sons William
and Daniel. Lucinda’s obituary also states that John passed in 1860. Lucinda lived many years
beyond this. A writeup about Mrs. Reynolds appeared in The Amherstburg Echo on June 15,
1900. The article says “In Colchester South township, lives Mrs. Reynolds, a colored woman, the
oldest resident of the county and probably the oldest in Ontario. She is declared to have reached

the age of 114 years. Like most people who have passed the century mark, Mrs. Reynolds has no



absolute proofs of her age, but her neighbors, who have made calculations from what they state
is reliable information, say there is little doubt she is the age claimed. People who have lived in
the section for 60 years state that she was an old woman when they arrived. While extremely
frail and feeble, with sunken eyes and skin that appears to almost adhere to the bones, the old
woman is still able to take short walks, and her mind appears as clear as ever. All events to her at
least, all local events, fall into two periods, before and after ‘the year the stars fell,” a
phenomenon said to have occurred more than 60 years ago. Mrs. Reynolds was born in slavery in
Virginia. Just what her name really is she doesn’t know, but when she and another slave made
their escape to Canada and were married, they took the name of their master. Her husband died
many years ago. All her life she has used tobacco, chewing and smoking excessively. Even now

she raises sufficient ‘Canada green’ for her own use.”

Although the article does not specifically say it is about Lucinda Reynolds, but rather
Mrs. Reynolds, I am confident this is the correct person. This writeup is from 1900 and, as will
be shown shortly, Lucinda passed away in 1902. It also mentions she lived in Colchester which is
confirmed on the Census. Also, it states that she did not know what her last name really was
which would explain why none of the primary documents I found mention her maiden name.
Finally, it states that she was from Virginia, which is mentioned again in her obituary two years

later.

Lucinda’s obituary, which appeared in The Amherstburg Echo on February 28, 1902, says
“The death occurred last Monday morning at her home of the 3™ concession, of Mrs. Lucinda
Reynolds, at the age of 103 years, she was no doubt the oldest person in the county. She was
born in ‘Ole Virginny’ and moved here with her husband, the late Barthlet Reynolds, about 1830.

He died in 1860, on the farm he settled, then known as the Long Marsh. They had four children,



two of whom are living, Mrs. Milton Coates and Daniel. They funeral was held Tuesday
afternoon to Central Grove, services being conducted there by Rev. Wright Crosby. With the
death of Mrs. Reynolds one of the most important links between the new and the old, in this

township, is broken.”

What we publish is not a complete history of any family and is based on the documents
that are available. We welcome photos and information to fill in the gaps. See you next week

for part 2.



