The Day Family History Part 4 — The Opera Singer

The last child of Samuel Day and Sarah Hunt that I will discuss is Burney Darius Day. He
was born on July 30, 1888 in Harrow. He married Gertrude Leonora Perry. They had two
daughters named Sonya/Sandra and Burnetta. Burney passed away on March 13, 1983 at the age

of 94, as was reported in the Windsor Star on March 15, 1983.

Burney’s wife Gertrude passed away a few years later in 1985. The Windsor Star printed
her obituary on July 11, 1985 which says “DAY — Gertrude (Perry), 79 years, July 3™, 1985. Late
of Harrow. Predeceased by her husband Burney, (1983). Dear mother of Sandra & son-in-law
Samuel Mahoney, Washington, D.C.; Burnetta Day & son-in-law Warren Mould, Seelbach, West
Germany. Dear sister of Mrs. Myrtleen Scott, Windsor. Survived by 2 nieces, 2 nephew & a host
of relatives & friends. Resting at the Gerald A Smith Funeral Home, 197 King St. W., Harrow ...

Interment Central Grove Cemetery.”

Before I conclude the Day family history, I’'m going to share several newspaper articles
about Burney and Gertrude’s daughter Burnetta who was a very talented singer. One article titled
“Tiny Teen-Ager Sets Her Sights On Reaching Musical Heights” says “There may be a miniature
Mahalia Jackson in our midst. Petite Burnetta Day of Harrow hopes there is. The tiny teen-ager
has set her sights on the lofty heights reached by Miss Jackson, Marian Anderson and Leontien
Price and there are many people in the area who think she’ll climb up there someday. Burnetta is
a 13-year-old lyric soprano, ‘quite talented and definitely with a promising musical future,’ in the
opinion of her teacher at the Ursuline School of Music, Mother St. Theresa. Every Saturday
Burnetta travels into Windsor for half-an-hour’s study each of vocal and piano training. Burnetta
finds, with a severe schedule of two hours’ piano practice and 1 2 hours vocal practice every

day, that she just has enough time to ‘do her homework and eat.” But in the summer, she manages



to get out on her dad’s farm on R.R. 4 and drive the tractor or drive the corn planter. Burnetta’s
voice is of coloratura calibre and she reaches with little effort high C and high A. ‘High E is the
highest I’ve every [sic] been, but ’'m going to get higher than that,” she states confidently.
Burnetta’s career has aroused the interest of many prominent citizens in Chatham and
Leamington, as well as her musical associates everywhere. Among her fans is Leamington
Mayor Arthur Cullen, who finds her a ‘very talented youngster,” Rumours are rife that Burnetta
may be only an octave away from performing at the Canadian National Exhibition, not only in
the musical competitions but on the grandstand show. A Grade 9 student at Harrow District High
School, Burnetta is aiming for a university scholarship through her musical ability. She is a
newcomer to vocal instruction. She started her career singing in the choir of her church, Central
Grove A.M.E. in Harrow, then was invited to sing in churches in the district, Windsor and in
Detroit. Everyone urged her to take lessons and when she won a talent competition during the
1959 Emancipation Day celebrations and the 1960 Tip Top Talent contest at Belle Isle over more
than 100 contestants, her parents, the Bernie Days, decided everyone must be right. She entered
the Ursuline school in 1960 and the following spring won a first prize in the Windsor Kiwanis
Music Festival. That summer she journeyed to Toronto to compete in her age group at the
Canadian National Exhibition. Six weeks prior to the competition, she had had her tonsils
removed and was forbidden by her doctor to sing for seven weeks. Without practicing her
assisted selection, Burnetta sang at the Ex and won third place, chalking up 82 points. The first
place winner totalled only 84 points. Burnetta has two immediate singing challenges before her.
Thursday she will audition for a Detroit television station, then Monday, Feb. 12, and Monday,
Feb. 19, she will again travel to Toronto, to meet in the music festival at Casa Loma. She is also

entered in the Windsor Kiwanis festival to take place later this month. Burnetta admits she



sometime copies Mahalia Jackson’s style, because “the way she sings in the songs she chooses
help to give full feeling to the words and music.” Favourites with the young songstress are “The
Lord’s Prayer,” “Even Me,” and “How Great Thou Art.” Classical selections and negro spirituals
fill her repertoire. The tiny lass has been offered a job singing in a local nightclub but the idea
doesn't appeal to her. An opera company is what she wants, with the opportunity to travel and
sing all over the world. Meanwhile, to practice and practice is her immediate plan. And her aim
is to get her voice higher and fuller “not so high as to be unbearable, but just sweet,” she says

with her big brown eyes dancing.”

Another article from the Windsor Star was printed on September 6, 1962 and was titled
“Burnetta Day Wins Three Medals at Ex.” The article says “Burnetta Day, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Burney Day of Harrow, came away from the 1962 Canadian National Exhibition with three
medals and a scholarship, all for singing. This is the second year in a row that Burnetta has
brought home prizes from the Ex. A lyric soprano, she won the gold medal in the class for 14-
year-olds and under; the silver medal in the class for 20 years and under, and the gold medal in
the open class. A pupil of Mother St. Theresa at the Ursuline School of Music, Burnetta also
received the junior scholarship given by the C.N.E. She took part in the closing concert for all

junior singers on the last day of the exhibition.”

Burnetta continued to win more accolades as was reported the following year in the
Windsor Star on April 1, 1963. The article titled “Bursaries To Singers” reads “$150 in Prizes For
Burnetta Day — Scholarships worth $150 have been received by Burnetta Day, the 15-year-old
lyric soprano from Harrow, for her wins in Windsor and Toronto music festivals. Burnetta, who
is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Burney Day, received a $100 award for her win in Toronto and $50

for her showing in the Windsor Kiwanis Music Festival. Besides the $50 award that she won



here, she also took the Ontario Registered Music Teachers’ Association rosebowl and a gold
medal. Miss Day has been studying at the Ursuline School of Music for the past two and a half
years. She has been featured on programs throughout the area from London to Detroit and hopes
to become a concert soloist or a member of the Metropolitan Opera Company some day. The
scholarships will be used to continue her immediate studies with Mother St. Theresa at the
Ursuline School, where she also takes piano lessons besides vocal training. A Grade 10 student at
Harrow District High School, Miss Day plans to attend university after completing Grade 12.
Among the more recent events at which she will be singing include the Henry Ford centennial

program in Dearborn, Mich., on April 18.”

Burnetta also performed for The Ladies of the Salvation Army Home League in April
1964. The organization “Invite you to attend The Annual Missionary Tea at 20 Arthur Ave.,
Tuesday Evening, April 7 at 8pm. They will be Presenting ... And the Outstanding Young

Vocalist Burnetta Day of Harrow winner of many Kiwanis sponsored Awards.”

A few months later, Burnetta’s continued accomplishments were shared in the Windsor
Star on July 30, 1964. The article “New Laurels For Burnetta” says “Singing is a way of life for
Burnetta Day, 16-year-old lyric soprano. And she does it so well that people are making sure she
has every change to keep on singing. Burnetta, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Burney Day of RR4,
Harrow, has just received her latest scholarship from the Royal Conservatory of Music in
Toronto. This grant will enable her to study advanced courses in Toronto for a year under George
Lambert, the conservatory’s senior tutor. Burnetta recently returned from the conservatory’s
summer school in Toronto. She had been given two grand for her studies there, one from the
conservatory and one from Ford of Canada’s centennial scholarship program. This summer she

also received several first prizes in the Kiwanis Club of Hamilton’s annual music festival. With



the prizes went a grand to help further her career. Burnetta will give a recital at the Canadian
National Exhibition in Toronto Aug. 29. She will be sponsored by the Ontario Registered Music
Teachers’ Association. She will also sing in competition. September will take her to Toronto to
begin her advanced studies at the conservatory. She will major in vocal training but will also
s[t]ludy piano, history, harmony and theory. Burnetta has been studying for the past three years at
the Ursuline School of Music under Mother St. Theresa. Although she is sorry to leave her
friends and teachers in Windsor, she is looking forward to her new studies. ‘It’s a very great

honor,” said Burnetta.”

On September 5, 1964, the Windsor Star reported that Burnetta won prizes at the
Canadian National Exhibition. “Burnetta Wins 4 CNE Awards” says “Burnetta Day, 16-year-old
Harrow soprano, has won three firsts and a second prize in singing competitions sponsored by
the Ontario Registered Music Teacher’s Association and The Canadian National Exhibition in
Toronto. Burnetta will continue to compete in the singing competitions through Saturday. She is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Burney Day of RR 4, Harrow. Burnetta will continue her musical
studies at the Royal Conservatory of Music in Toronto this fall.” This article includes a
photograph with the caption “RECEIVES AWARDS — Singer Burnetta Day of Harrow received
scholarships valued at $150 to continue her studies as a lyric soprano. Going over a new song
are, from left, Mrs. Day, Burnetta, 15, and her father Burney Day. The girl received the awards

for her wins in music festivals in Windsor and Toronto.”

The last article I found for Burnetta is from February 25, 1967 in the Windsor Star which
says “Two local young people added to their collection of musical awards Friday by winning
scholarships in the centenary festival of music classes at the Kiwanis Music Festival of Greater

Toronto. Burnetta Day, 19-year-old lyric soprano from Harrow, won the Golden Mile Kiwanis



Club scholarship valued at $250. Miss Day, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Burney Day of Harrow,

was the only vocalist to win a scholarship on Friday.”

According to Milo Johnson’s book New Canaan Burnetta graduated with a degree in
music from the University of Toronto in 1966-67. Johnson adds that she attained a post graduate
degree and continued her career as a concert soprano. Burnetta married Warren Mould, a
professor and musician. They met while attending the University of Toronto. Following their
marriage, the couple moved to Lahr, Germany after Warren was given a position with the Armed
Forces Academy. Burnetta continued her operatic career in Germany and established herself as
“a music performance specialist, coach and instructor. Burnetta became fluent in German and
taught English courses as an Adjunct Lecturer at Offenburg University and as an instructor at

VHS Volkschochshale.”

What we publish is not a complete history of any family and is based on the
documents that are available. We welcome photos and information to fill in the gaps. See

you next week where we will celebrate another amazing family.



