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The Talking Drum 

The Talking Drum is published monthly by   
the Amherstburg Freedom Museum. 

Contributions, story ideas, suggestions and 
feedback are always welcome. Please 

contact Mary-Katherine Whelan at 
curator@amherstburgfreedom.org 
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Black History Internship Exhibit Opening  

On Thursday, September 5th, the Amherstburg Freedom Museum 
hosted the exhibit opening for For 
Friends and Family: Social Organizing 
in Late Nineteenth-Century Amherst-
burg which was created by University 
of Windsor history student Max Ben-
nett, under the supervision of Am-
herstburg Freedom Museum Assistant 
Curator Dr. Lorene Bridgen-Lennie and 
University of Windsor History Profes-
sor Dr. Gregg French. This exhibit was 
part of the Local Black History Intern-
ship Program which was created in 
partnership between the Amherst-
burg Freedom Museum and the Uni-
versity of Windsor's History Depart-

ment. Funding for this year's Internship Program was secured by Dr. 
Robert Nelson and Dr. Gregg French of the University of Windsor's His-
tory Depart-
ment. 

During Max's 
presentation, 
they talked 
about their ex-
hibit, themes, 
and shared their 
experience in 
creating both 
the in-person exhibit and digital network diagrams. To view Max's digi-

tal network diagrams, please go to https://public.flourish.studio/

visualisation/17897128/ OR https://public.flourish.studio/

visualisation/18175038/  You can also watch Max’s virtual presenta-
tion here https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Yz7suTLY9II&list=PLmuPtDkNcJ5amH3q44NG7zbvS2WhL_8qv&inde
x=51 

 

 

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/17897128/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1mE9Oo0lvHUvfqZ5NBgdJLwnSouYkcMf4Y4VEaT2qfpql3bGbxYdZnUgQ_aem_Iz1G19dwV4CLZqHYKT60Sg
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/17897128/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1mE9Oo0lvHUvfqZ5NBgdJLwnSouYkcMf4Y4VEaT2qfpql3bGbxYdZnUgQ_aem_Iz1G19dwV4CLZqHYKT60Sg
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/18175038/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0F0M7eWPgwh5hm7eAqAgpsXKhXRMXwCALWISS_Gv05gDC1gtSQXXRytc0_aem_87uuAfJtIHwRxaADpLNxmg
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/18175038/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0F0M7eWPgwh5hm7eAqAgpsXKhXRMXwCALWISS_Gv05gDC1gtSQXXRytc0_aem_87uuAfJtIHwRxaADpLNxmg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yz7suTLY9II&list=PLmuPtDkNcJ5amH3q44NG7zbvS2WhL_8qv&index=51
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yz7suTLY9II&list=PLmuPtDkNcJ5amH3q44NG7zbvS2WhL_8qv&index=51
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yz7suTLY9II&list=PLmuPtDkNcJ5amH3q44NG7zbvS2WhL_8qv&index=51


 

Scholarship Presentation! 

At the exhibit opening we also awarded the Mac Simpson Award and Maturine-

Romaine Scholarship to 

students of African descent 

who are commencing their 

post-secondary education this 

September. Congratulations to 

the winners of the Mac 

Simpson Award Malia Afonso, 

Deborah Oloyede (pictured 

centre), Elijah Scott (2nd from 

the left), Lily Mulder, and 

Abigail Yewande Muwanga 

(pictured left), and the 

Maturine-Romaine Scholarship winners Abigail Yewande Muwanga, Elijah Scott, and 

Michael Ezeokoronkwo!  

We are incredibly grateful to Guy Logan (2nd from right) and Dr. Bernice McKenzie 

for providing the funds for this year's scholarship awards. Additional thanks to AFM 

Board Director Cari-Lynn Ristic (pictured right) for presenting the scholarships and to 

the scholarship judging panel for determining the winners.  

 

Thank you Charitable Gaming Windsor & Paradise Gaming Centre 

Amherstburg Freedom Museum would like to extend our 

heartfelt thanks to Charitable Gaming Windsor and  Paradise 

Gaming Centre for their continued support. Throughout the 

years, they have helped us keep the Museum open and 

running, and allowed for us to continue to offer programming 

that shares the significant history of Freedom Seekers and 

Black settlers in this region. Thank you!  For more information 

and how Charitable Gaming supports non-profits and local communities across 

Ontario, please go to https://charitablegaming.ca/ 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/amherstburg?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUY7BmUWG9ZWPImCZIsI9lIdOXp7wThfMu7blEHd-jPcIC5Umx8eXdOm2g06zDOv4SzdEfks4vmAXMSJuVPgsAySQJv06ST9PS6X2Q-RDnn-S3cyP9DcZ8U9GoUmmCt-lPmN7zpsuywsJFMboOqycupvjwO5ykz_qgMKIH9fZ_SznVSPgVdNxOfW986o
https://charitablegaming.ca/


 

49th Anniversary Celebration! 

On September 21st, we hosted our 49th anniversary celebration! We are grateful to MPP Anthony Leardi, 
Curator Emeritus Elise Harding Davis, former MPP Remo Mancini, and MP Chris Lewis for saying a few 
words and sharing their memories. Mayor Michael Prue even got his face painted! We also really appreciate 
our emcee Dr. Brenda McCurdy and everyone who stopped by to enjoy some food, crafts and face painting 
with Ted Paints Faces. Visitors also enjoyed music from Jim Walls and Larry Johnson. We also could not have 
done this event without our amazing volunteers! Additional thanks to Don Armbrust for painting with the 
kids and to Marlene Crepp for donating the art supplies. The countdown to our 50th anniversary is on!  



 

Dr. Howard D. McCurdy Award  

Recently, the Canadian Black Scientists Network (CBSN) renamed its Career Award for 

Outstanding Service in honour of the late Howard D. McCurdy. All future awards will 

be known as the Dr. Howard D. McCurdy Award for Outstanding Service to Canadian 

Black Scientists.  The award recognizes a person whose work has led to substantive, 

transformational, positive change for the development of the Canadian Black Scientists 

Network (CBSN) or for Black 

Canadians in STEMM at a 

national level. The renaming 

of the award highlights the 

incredible contributions Dr. 

McCurdy made in 

fundamental research, his 

founding of the Canadian 

College of Microbiologists, 

and having become the first 

Canadian-born Black tenured 

professor in Canada. All of 

which speaks to the 

importance of Dr. McCurdy 

as a role model for 

generations of Black 

Canadians, particularly those 

in science. 

The winner of the newly 

renamed award for 2024 is Dr. Kannin Osei-Tutu. Dr. Osei-Tutu is the inaugural Senior 

Associate Dean of Health Equity and Systems Transformation at the Cumming School 

of Medicine, University of Calgary. Dr. Osei-TuTu is shown with AFM Board Member, Dr. 

Brenda McCurdy, who was in Ottawa on August 1st for the festivities. 



 

Become a Subscriber and/or Bingo Volunteer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Subscribe Today! 

 
 

Give a Gift, and Preserve History!  

Donate to help us to preserve, protect, and display historic 

treasures. Every gift is tax-deducible in Canada or the 

United States. 

 

General subscriber benefits include:  

Unlimited 1 year free admissions, Invitation to preview 

exhibition openings, 10% off all items in museum store 

and name listed in monthly newsletter (with 

permission), introduction to genealogy research library. 

 

$20    Seniors (age 65+) 

 

$25    Students (age 5-22) 

 

$35    Adults (age 23-64) 

 

$120  Family (family of 5)   

 

$100 to $499 SUPPORTER  

All the above plus a beautiful Certificate of subscription, 

suitable for framing, that recognizes your participation 

as a Member. 

 

$500 to $999 CONTRIBUTOR  

All the above plus an invitation to one special event, 

one exhibition opening or subscriber-only event. 

 

$10,000+ Legacy 

All the above plus recognition on Museum's Donor Wall.  

Plus two tickets to all events and recognition on our 

social media pages. 

 
A registered charitable organization in Canada and the 

United States. 

 

 

 

 

It all starts with a subscription… 

Become a subscriber today! 

Primary member name: 

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr.        Birthday 

   

Second member name: 

Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr.         Birthday 

 

Mailing address: 

City:   Province/State   

Postal code:  

Home phone:    Cell/business phone: 

 

Email address: 

 

Payment information 

Total subscriber dues $ 

Annual Fund donation: $ 

Total $ 

Check #    Check date 

Payable to Amherstburg Freedom Museum 

 

Card # 

Expiration date  Security code 

Signature 

Thank you for your support! 



 
Our Supporters 

 
Gerard Aching 
Nancy Allen 
Gayle Allinotte 
Kit Andres 
Joanne Baylis 
Patrick Baylis 
Elsie Bishop 
Charlie Bray 
Joan (Trisha) Bray    
Zainia Brockett 
Janisse Browning-Miller 
Shantelle Browning Morgan 
Janet Burch 
Terryll Chase 
Marlene Crepp 
Debi Croucher 
Irene Moore-Davis 
Lloyd Dean 
Kim D. Elliott 
Elana Freeman 
Helen Geddes 
Leroy Gray 
Locketa Gray 
Mary Habib 
Janice Harris 
Edith Helm 
Ute Hertel 
Hallee Hurst 
Judy Jackson 
Ivy Johnson 
Milo Johnson 
Sheila Johnson 
Thomas Karle 
Hunter Kersey 
Carol Laforet 
Dileana Larkin 
Lois Larkin 
Brian Lennie 
Richard B. Leveque 
Florence Logan 
Linda Logan 
Wayne Logan 
Hazel MacDonald 
Connie Mathieson 
Tim McAllister 
Violet McAllister 
Cleata Morris 
Reuben Munday 
Colleen Peddie 
Richard  Peddie 
Shirley Pulley 
Colleen Reid 
Jennifer Ristic 
Joyce Robbins 
Carolyn Robinson-Dungy 

To renew your subscription or to make a donation, please call the Museum at 

519-736-5433. Subscription dues  and donations support exhibitions and the 

daily expenses of operating the Museum. Whether you visit once a month or a 

few times over the year, you enjoy the benefits of subscription and your 

support helps to ensure that this incredible Museum will remain a vital source 

of history, culture and inspiration for generations to come. 

Carolyne Rourke 
Donna Scott 
Claudia  Shreve Allen 
Frank Simone 
Allen Simpson 
Edsel Leon Smith 
Jessie Dianne Smith 
Patricia Smith 
Colleen Sterling 
Norma Sutherland 

Group Subscriptions:  

Hour-A-Day Study Club 
James H. Sutton Funeral Home 
Detroit Memorial Park Association Inc. 
 
Family Subscriptions: 
Bridgen, Ruth and Sam  
Dipasquale Family 
Hurst, Raquel, Prynce Hurst and Hallee Kejick 
Gbadamosi Family: 
 Babatunde, Mojisola, Oiuwadamilola,  
Goldin Family: 
 Harold, Shirley, Ephraim, Malique, Phyllis Oppen 
Hurst Family: 
Maynard, Marva and Monique Hurst 
Taylor Family: 

Ronald Taylor, Judith Taylor, Andrea Taylor-Butts, Tim Taylor,  

Ristic Family: 
Cari-Lynn, Goran, Isabella, and Matteo 

White Family: 
Gary, Leticia, Karen, Janet, Christopher, Steffanie 

Beverly Pegues-Tucker & Dr. James Tucker 

In Memoriam  

In Memory of Freemont Nelson —  Jo-Anne & Remo Mancini 

Contributor Subscription       

Wanda Juricic                                                                        

Supporter Subscription       

Paul McAllister & Mayrai Rosapo Leachman 

Chris & Terry Porter 

Dr. Christina Simmons & Dr. Bruce Tucker 

 Marilyn Sutton 
Mable Thomas 
Harlis Thompson 
Sharon Thompson Anderson 
Anastasia Timakis 
Karen Tinsley 
Rebecca Underwood 
Janet Willoughby 
Debora Wynn 


